
Egypt closes 

airspace 

to Sudanese plane 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Sudanese ambassador to Jordan 
said Friday that Egyptian author- 
ities had dosed their airspace for 
Sudanese aircraft carrying 
Sudanese evacuees coming home 
from Iraq and Kuwait The Egyp- 
tian measure took effect as of 
Wednesday Oct. 24. The ambas- 
sador said in a statement to the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, that 
the Egyptian authorities banned a 
Sudanese aircraft heading bom 
Khartoum to Amman to carry 
Sudanese evacuees from flying 
through Egyptian airspace. The 
plane had to change its course in 
order to reach Amman , he said. 
Hie ambassador considered the 
Egyptian move as a violation of 
United Nations’ laws governing 
air traffic and expressed his asto- 
nishment at such a decision which 
was taken at a Hmg when all 
efforts are being intensified to 
ensure the safe return of evacuees 
from Iraq and Kuwait to their 
homeland. 

Senegal wants OIC 
summit postponed 

CAIRO (R) — Senegalese Fore- 
ign Minister Seydina Oumar Sy 
said Friday his country would 
seek a postponement of next 
year's Islamic summit because of, 
Arab divisions over the Gulf cri- 
sis. “Senegal refuses to be a 
capital for dividing the Muslim 
Nation,” he told reporters after 
talks with Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak. “...It wants to 
be the capital where the Islamic 
Nation reconciles (its differ- 
ences),” 1 m added. “So, well ask 
for a postponement of the confer- 
ence. Senegal is due to host the 
Organisation of Islamic Confer- 
ence (OIC) summit in January 
and take over its chairmanship 
from Kuwait. 

Washington mayor 
sentenced 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Mayor 
Marion Bany was sentenced Fri- 
day to six months in prison, fined 
$5,000 and given one year proba- 
tion for his conviction on a misde- 
meanor cocaine possession 
charge. Bany declared himself 
“truly remorseful” and asked 
U.S. District Judge Thomas Fen- 
field Jackson for leniency. But 
Jackson told the mayor of die 
U.S. capital he had abused his 
office and the collective trust of 
fee community. The sentencing 
ended a 10-cnonth legal drama 
that began with the mayor’s 
arrest Jan. 18 in a sting operation 
that caagfrt him on videotape 
smoking crack oocaipe with a 
former girlfriend. 

Arab peacemakers 
discuss Lebanon 

NICOSIA (R) — Arab peace- 
makers met in Saudi Arabia Fri- 
day to discuss developments in 
Lebanon after the defeat of rebel 
General Michel Aoun, the Saudi 
Press Agency (SPA) reported. 
Arab League envoy La k hdar 
Ibrahimi and foreign ministers 
from Saudi Arabia. Morocco and 
Alge ria met in Jeddah to discuss 
their efforts to end Lebanon’s 
15-year-old civil war. They dis- 
cussdti steps taken by Lebanese 
President Elias HrawTs govern- 
- merit to unite the country and 
impose order in areas captured 
from Aoun. 

Gemayel’s accused 
assassin recovers 

BEIRUT (AP) — Habib Shais 
tooni, the accused assassin off 
President-elect Bashir Gemayd 
in 1982, is recovering from his 
seven years of solitary confine- 
ment, according to a report pub-j 
fished Friday. Shartouni, 32, was: 
freed from prison in tbe town of 
Rooorieh two days after govern- 
ment and Syrian forces crushed 
Nfichel Aoun’s 11-month mutiny 
Oct 13. Roumieh had been con- 
trolled by the rebel forces. “He is 
undergoing a series of medical 
check-ups. Light bothers Ins eyes 
and total noise annoys him. He 
rarely talks/’ said Antoun 
Ghrayyeb of the Syrian Social 
Nationalist Party to which Shar- 
touni belongs. Ghrayyeb, in an 
interview with foe magazine A1 
Shiraa, said Shartomri’s fellow 
party members stormed the 
Rotmrieb prison in the Christian 
heartland northeast of Beirut to I 
set him free./ 


Iraq said to have told 
France it is ready 
to discuss Kuwait 


Israel says troops, civilians 
can shoot Palestinians 

Levy rejects U.N. censure; report exonerates police 


French officials deny knowledge of letter firp Qct. 8 massacre to Jerusalem 

PARIS fAeenciesl — French hist and neacehil snlntinn.” mrm Fnwyv&iviet initiative in O 


PARIS (Agencies) — French 
Television said Friday Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein had told 
French President Francois Mit- 
terrand be was ready to discuss 
Kuwait, but French government 
officials said they could not con- 
firm the report. 

The La Gnq network said Sad- 
dam sent a fetter to Mitterrand 
ahead of tbe French leader’s 
scheduled talks with Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev in Paris Sun- 
day and Monday. 

But a Mitterrand aide told 
Renters be could “find no trace of 
a fetter” from the Iraqi leader. 

Iraqi Ambassador Abdul Raz- 
zak AJ Hashimi said he had no 
comment on tbe report or tbe 
French government reaction. 

“The Iraqi president said he 
hoped Francois Mitterrand and 
Mikhail Gorbachev will spare no 
effort to find a sedation to all the 
problems of the region, in par- 
ticular the Palestinian problem,” 
tile television report said. 

“He added that he is open to 
all ideas, to all' comments by 
Mitterrand and Gorbachev on the 
situation in the region, including 
the problem of Kuwait.” 

It quoted Saddam as saying: 
“You will find Iraq ready hence- 
forth to respond positively to tbe 
international community to find a 


just and peaceful solution.” 

It said Saddam bad reiterated 
Ins “initiative of Aug. 12.” which 
has been rejected by the interna- 
tional community. It calls for a 
global solution to all major Mid- 
dle East problems but fails to 
promise an Iraqi withdrawal from 
Kuwait beforehand. 

Saddam said France’s position 
on the crisis was more construc- 
tive than that of foe United 
States, according to La Cinq. The 
television aide said the Gulf crisis 
and the future of the Middle East 
would be major topics in talks 
with Gorbachev. 

There has been speculation in 
Paris that their meeting may coin- 
cide with the return of all 327 
French nationals held by Iraq for 
nearly three months. The French 
g ov e r n ment denies any link be- 
tween the two events. 

The timing of the French nation- 
als’ departure is in the hands of 
Iraqi authorities, who unilaterally 
announced the release on Tues- 
day and are providing an Iraqi 
Airways plane to lake them 
home. 

Asked if Paris and Moscow 
were preparing a new initiative 
on die Gulf, presidential spokes- 
man Hubert Vedrine said: “You 
can’t talks of a new initiative 
because there has been no com- 


mon Franco-Soviet initiative in 
the Gulf crisis.” 

“All the positions of France are 
official and known,” he told re- 
porters at a briefing on Friday, 
adding that he could not predict 
in advance what Mitterrand and 
Gorbachev would say. 

Vedrine said Mitterrand would 
also discuss the Gulf with British 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatch- 
er over lunch in Rome on Satur- 
day, ahead of a E ur ope an Com- 
munity summit. 

France and Britain have sent 
ships to the Gulf to e n force the 
United Nations trade emb a rgo 
against Iraq and troops to Saudi 
Arabia to help the United States 
and its Arab allies. 

Mitterrand’s language towards 
Iraq has been firm but less con- 
frontational than that of Thatcher 
or U.S. President George Bush 
and more in tune with Gor- 
bachev’s avowed desire for a 
peaceful solution. 

The Elysee Thursday denied a 
report in the International Herald 
Tribune that Mitterrand expected 
war in die Gulf before the U.S. 
mid-term election Nov. 6. 

FLO role 

In Amman a Pales tinian offi- 
cial said Friday the Palestine Li- 
(Continoed on page 5) 


Gorbachev Primakov convinced 


rejects 

double 

standards 

MADRID (Agencies) — Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev 
said in an interview published in 
Spain. Friday that Moscow would, 
not apply what he called double 
standards in considering the use 
of force against Iraq. 

“It is unquestionable that 
aggression and violence, where- 
ver they come from, must be 
condemned and checked by col- 
lective measures under U.N. an-, 
spices,” he told the daily El Pais. 
The interview was published on 
the day Gorbachev began a visit 
to Spain. 

Explaining why the Soviet Un- 
ion had not sent troops to the 
Gulf, Gorbachev said: “Here we 
rale out double standards. Con- 
flicts in tile Near East and Far 
East, among them the old Pales- 
tine problem, continue to get 
worse.” 

The Soviet Union has joined' 
the United States in condemning 
Iraq's Aug. 2 invasion of Kuwait 
but has expressed unease about 
foe U.S.-fed military buildup. 

The Kremlin has said it will 
consider sending troops only if a’ 

force is organised by the United' 
Nations. 

Gorbachev said the Gulf crisis, 
was a lest of the world’s ability to 11 
enforce inte r na tional law by joint 
action. 

“Tbe crisis m the ‘Pe na ' Gulf! 
is a sort of abnn befl wantin g us 
tine the risk of a return to tunes I 
of the politics of force and aggres-' 
son still exists,” be said. i 

Gorbachev said the age of the 
superpowers was over but 
Washington and Moscow, with 
their economic and military 
strength, still had a special re-; 
sponsibility to ensure worldj" 
peace. 

“Neither we nor foe Americans! 
can simply reject this task without 
putting in danger general secur-i 
ity,” he added. 

Gorbachev arrived here Friday- 
for a three-day trip to Spain; 
intended to gain support for his; 
country’s trembled economy. 

It is Gorbachev’s first trip 
abroad since he won the Nobel 
Peace Prize on Oct. IS and tbe 
first by a Soviet head of state to 


of peace prospects 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Soviet 
peace envoy Yevgeny Primakov 
said after talks with Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak Friday 
he believed a peaceful solution to 
the Gulf crisis was possible. 

“I am convinced that the Gulf 
crisis could be solved without 
recourse to military force,” he 
told reporters after 75 minutes of 
talks with Mubarak. 

His comments came as world 
(til markets rose on fear of fight- 
ing in the Gulf as Cairo and 
Washington said they would send 
more troops and heavy armour to 
the oil-rich region to bolster the 
anti-Iraqi, multinati onal alliance. 

Primakov, on his second Gulf 
peace mimaoa in a month, said he 
would head for Baghdad Sunday 
for more talks with Iraqi leaden 
on the crisis. - 

The envoy ,*sm Arab specialist 
and a member of Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev’s presidential 
council, said his talks with 
Mubarak showed that Egypt and 
the Soviet Union saw eye-to-eye 
on the Gulf crisis. 

“President Mubarak is keen 
that justice should prevail and is 
keen to avoid the military solu- 
tion,” Primakov said through a 
Russian interpreter. 


“We must avoid a military 
strike or resorting to utifitary 
force," be added. 

Moscow, Primakov said, was 
convinced that Iraq should not 
benefit from its Aug. 2 invasion of 
Kuwait. “The situation must re- 
turn to what it was prior to Aug. 
2,” he said. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Esmat Abdul Meguid said after 
talks with Primakov earlier Fri- 
day that Egypt agreed with Mos- 
cow that all possibilities should be 
exhausted before considering .the 
military option. 

“If we want to avoid war let os 
try to explore all avenues,” 
Abdul Meguid said. 

Asked what the Soviet position 
was on the call for an internation- 
al conference to settle all the 
Middle East problems including 
the Arab-Isradi conflict, Prima- 
kov said: 

“We call for an international 
c on ference to settle all problems 
but that must not be done in 
direct linkage.” 

Primakov who met Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein in Baghdad 
three weeks ago, also visited 
Syria, the United States, Italy, 

(Continued on page 5) 


Admiral sees 6-month 
war, 40,000 U.S. casualties 


Soviet flags fined Madrid’s ave- 
nues and large crowds tinned out 
to see the Soviet leader. 

Gorbachev's jet landed at 
Madrid airport under dimly, 
leaden skies. He ami his wife 
Raisa were greeted by Spanish 
Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez. 


LONDON (Agencies) — A U.S. 
admiral Friday predicted the Un- 
ited States would launch by mid- 
February a successful war against 
Saddam Hussein that would last 
at least six months and claim up 
to 40,000 U.S. casualties. 

“It wfl be at feast a six-month 
war,” U.S. Admiral Gene Laro- 
qse said in a British Broadcasting 
Corporation radio interview from 
Washington. 

The United States will be ready 
to strike between mid-November 
and early December, said Lazo- 
qoe, a 'former U.S. military 
strategist and director of the Cen- 
tre for Defence Information. 

The U.S. government’s deci- 
sion to send an additional 100,000 
American troops to Sandi Arabia 
increased the chances of war, he' 
said. 

Tbe U.S. reinforcement, 
announced Thursday, “dearly in-; 
dicates that we are no longer inj 
Saudi Arabia solely to defend the 
Sands from an attack by Iraq andi 
puts us in foe direction of, and! 
providing the capability of a forcej 
for foe war against Iraq.” > 

“We know so very fittfe about r 
foe Afidfoe East and we somehow] 
.thought it would be a very rimpfe 


matter for us to go in and tell 
Saddam Hussein to leave and if 
he didn’t leave we’d chase him 
out,” Laroque said. 

“But I think now we’ve so- 
bered op a bit, taken a look at Ins 
militar y capability, and decided: 
we need more forces in order to 
force him out,” he said. 

The United States might need 
another 50,000 troops, he said. 

“We are going to be talking in 
the thousands of casualties, the 
Mgh thousands,” Laroque said. 
“I would think you might even 
consider 20, 30, 40 thousand U.S. 
casualties and of co u rse British, 
French and other casualties.... 

“We will have all our forces in 
position and ready by the 15th of 
November, at foe latest by the 
first of December,” he said. 
“Then we will have to go ahead 
and launch the attack somewhere 
between there and tbe 15th of 
February." 

By that time, support in the 
United States and internationally 
will have eroded, tire troops will 
have lost their edge and it will be 
getting too dose to Sandi Ara- 
bia's April sandstorms, be said. 

(Confovred on page 5) 


Combned agency dispatches 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — 
The Israeli occupation a uth o rity 
told soldiers and cmfians Friday 
that they can shoot at Palestimu 
protesters and rejected a fresh 
Security Council resolution con- 
demning Israel for not complying 
with an earlier resolution. 

The advice was described as a 
reminder after an ups ur ge in 
Arab-Jewish violence. 

Israeli newspapers said De- 
fence Minister Moshe Areas re- 
cently ordered troops combatting 
the 34-month-old Pales tinian up- 
rising in the occupied territories 
to shoot at Arabs throwing or 
even threatening to throw large 
stones. 


Aziz: U.S., 
Britain 
blocking 
Arab effort 

BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraq 
said Friday that hurried U.S. and 
British reaction to condHalory 
remarks attributed to a Saudi 
minis ter showed they opposed 
any a tt emp t to find an Arab 
solution to the Gulf crisis. 

Foreign Minister Tueq Aziz 
told the Iraqi News Agency 
(IN A). “Tbe statements confirm 
that the Washington and London 
gover nm ents... deliberately and 
immediately suppress any 
attempt to open a dialogue 
among Arab states to settle their 
regional questions in an Arab 
context.” 

The U.S. and British govern- 
ments urgently sought assurances 
from Saudi Arabia that its stand 
on the Gulf crisis remained un- 
changed following remarks attri- 
buted to Defence Minister Prince 
Sultan Ben Abdul Aziz Sunday. 

His remarks were interpreted 
as suggesting there could be 
Kuwaiti territorial concessions to 
Iraq which invaded the emirate 
Aug. 2. 

King Fahd and Prince Sultan 
later stressed that the kingdom’s 
position had not changed — it 
demanded an immedaite and un- 
conditional Iraqi wit h d ra wal from 
Kuwait. 

“Washington and London want 
complete political control in the 
same fashion they gained control 
through then* military buildup 
which practically means the 
occupation of the Arabian Pen- 
insula and tbe Gulf,” Aziz told 
INA. 

“Their bask goal is not as they 
claim the safeguarding of interna- 
tional law and order... but direct 
military control of the oilfields.” 

Am met Friday with the Soviet 
ambassador in Baghdad, as wed, 
as the French and Chinese 
charges d’affaires. 

During those meetings, he re- 
portedly accused the United 
States of trying to manipulate, 
U-N. Security Council activity, j- 

The United Sttates and Britain 
are seeking passage of a new 
U.N. resolution that would de- 
mand aa Iraqi halt to afiagsdi 
'attacks on Ksrwartis, and w ou ld 1 
make Baghdad liable for war! 
.reparations. 

Kuwait’s prime minister has; 
said he would not mind if a! 
military strike destroyed -h» 
country as long as it is liberated, ai 
Sandi newspaper reported Fri- 
day. 

. Meanwhile, foe toppled Kuwaiti 
government reported that 4/200 
Kuwaitis were killed during foe 
invasion by Iraq, cons id erably 
higher than initial reports erf 
several hundred deaths. 

The gov ernm ent-run Kuwait. 
News Agnecy said 12,000 sokfiexi 
were taken prisoner, out of * 
.total pre-invasion Kuwaiti mifit- 
ary force of about 20,000. 

The report was attributed to 
foe Kuwait embassy m Damas- 
cus. “What is left of Kuwait after 
what Saddam’s sokfien did to 

(Continued on page 5) 


“There is no change in regula- 
tions or laws,” an army spokes- 
woman said. “This is just to 
emphasise that when there is a 
real and immediate threat to 
one’s life, he can shoot at a 
stone-thrower.” 

“Given the recent attacks by 
Arabs on Jews, we want soldiers 
to know that when they are in 
danger, they do not have to think 
about lawyers or whether shoot- 
ing is legal. They can just defend 
themselves,” the spokeswoman 
said. 

She said arifians could open 
fire from cars at Arab stone- 
throwers. 

An Israeti inquiry into the Oct. 
8 massacre of Palestinians in 
occupied Jerusalem Friday ac- 


cused some poficemen of firing 
indiscriminately but said the use 
offeree to disperse Arab protes- 
ters was justified. 

The gov ernm ent-appointed in- 
quiry blamed Pales tinians for tbe 
violence but criticised police 
chiefs for failing to avert it- . 

The report’s conclusions 
seemed unfikdy to silence inter- 
national condemnation of Israel 
which has refused to receive a 
United Nations investigation into 
tbe killings 

Police say they killed 18 
Palestinians and wounded 150 
among thousands who threw 
stones at Israelis and allegedly 
attacked two policemen in a 
police post in the Hiram Al 
Sharif complex. 


The three-man committee 
handed Prime Minister Yitzhak 
.Shamir a cqpy of tbe 59-page 
report which Palestinians re- 
jected as a whitewash. 

“The charging police forces 
gathered in an unsupervised man- 
ner. During the charge there was 
an jtoikfr m iiiiate use of live 
am mun ition,” the report said. 

“The rescue of tbe two police- 
men trapped inside tbe pofice 
station justified a quick operation 
and the use of aO means. On 
other fronts, only those pofice- 
mea whose fives were in danger 
were justified in using live 
a mm unition,” the report said. 

“The use of five ammunition 

(Continued on page 5) 


Jordan alm ost out of 
foreign reserves — Marto 


WASHINGTON (R) — Jordan 
has almost nm out of foreign 
exchange because of the Gulf 
crisis and is in des p erate need to 
help to stave off economic col- 
late, the deputy governor of the 
Central Bank of Jordan (GBJ), 
said Friday. 

Michel Marto told journalists 
-at a press breakfast that Jordan 
bad not yet received a single 
dollar of tbe hundreds of millions 
pledged in aid by the West to help 
it weather the crisis. 

“We are very low on our fore- 
ign exchange. At foe Central 
Bank, we have negative deposits 
on foreign reserves net position,” 
he said. 

Jordan has been hit harder by 
tbe crisis than any other country 
with tin e xceptions of Kuwait 
and Iraq. Its economy was closely 
entwined with that of Iraq before 
tbe Aug. 2 invasion of Kuwait 
that ted to U-N. sanctions against 
trade with the two countries. 

“We really need money to 
keep imp o rtin g food n e cessi t ies . 
and raw materials for industry. 
We do not want to see out 
economy collapse,” said Marto. 

. Another Jordanian official in 


Washington said the Kingdom’s 
gross domestic product could fall 
by 30 per cent this year and 50 per 
cent in 15191. Unemployment was 
^estimated to rise from 20 per cent 
■' of the wo r k force before tbe crisis 
to 35-40 per cent next year. 

“Our economy is in a shambles 
right now. Without immediate 
help, we axe facing a c a ta str ophe 
in 1991,” said the official. 

The United States was initially 
annoyed with Jordan when the 
Gulf crisis erupted for what it saw 
as the Kingdom's hesitation in 
backing United Nations sanctions 
and its effort to work out an Arab 
solution to foe conflict. 

But Marto said feelings in 
Washington towards Jordan were 
much warmer now. He has been 
here since Sunday, trying to per- 
suade U-S- Treasury and State 
dep a rtment officiate of rise gravity 
of his co un t ry’ s situation. 

Tbe U.S. confess this week 
earmarked S35 million for Jor- 
dan, and Germany and Japan are 
also p ro mi s i ng aid. But Marto 
said delays in handfing tbe money 
over woe hurting the Kingdom. 

Four-fifths of Jordan’s foreign 
currency earnings used to come 


Beirut: Force could be 
used to achieve peace 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Leba- 
non’s Deforce Minister Albert 
Mansour said Friday the govern- 
ment would use force as a final 
resort to achieve peace after 15 
years of civil war. 

Mansour told Reuters in an 
interview that all armed groups 
have approved a plan to unite the 
capital, long divided into warring 
sectors, and other areas under a 
single army. 

! Militia offices and mffitia-nm 
seaports would be dosed under 
the plan, herakfing the end of 
Ipoltkal gunmen, as Resident 
Elias HrawTs government ex- 
tends authority in the country 
tom by. sectarian strife. 

His comments came a few 
hours after the leader of Leba- 
non's hugest militia said the 15- 
y-* warfo at kited 1 38,000 people 
ha* ended, at least ternporaeny. 

! “The state of enmity between 
us and the others is over,” Samir 
Geagea, chief of tire 10,000- 
strong Lebanese Forces (LF), 
told Reuters Thursday. 

Hrawi’s government has 
pledged to disarm and dissolve 
Lebanon's nine main mSitias, tot-' 
ailing about 40,000 armed men. 

Both Mansour and Geagea 
cited as a key to ending the crisis 
an aheady-negotiated peace pact 
aimed at ending Lebanon's secta- 
rian p o wer struggle by giving 
Muslims g re ate r say in the pre- 
viously Omstian-donrinated 
tical system. 

The Taif accord calls for a 
united army, formation of a 
national msity government group- 
ing aQ waxring mffitias, eventual 
redeployment of Syria’s 40,000 
itroops In Lebanon and tire dis- 
jhinding of afl mffitias wit hin six 
months. 


Geagea sax! whoever agreed to 
tins Arab peace pact for Leba- 
non, agreed in- Sandi Arabia last 
November, was no longer an 
enemy. 

“If we abide by the spirit erf the 
Taif pact, then tire cycle erf vio- 
lence would not recur,” he said in 
an interview at a mountain resort 
23 kilometres northeast of Beaut. 

Mansour said: “There is a final 
decision to implement the Taif 
accord and extend tire au tho ri t y 
of the legitimate state on all 
Lebanese t er r i tories starting with 
greater Beirut.” 

, “Our policy h dear, we try 
dialogue and all available politic- 
al means before resorting to any 
; military action... we have to use it 
(force) when a party refuses to 
allow Lebanon to abandon the 
state of war and enter an era of 
peace,” the 51-year-okl minister 


. Hrawi’s government 
announced Wednesday it intends 
to establish a imUtia-frce “greater 
Beaut” under tire control of 
Syrian-backed army troops. 

“We are about to contact tire 
various existing forces in greater 
Beirut to implement the cabinet’s 
decision to hand over security 
responsibility in Beirut to foe 
Imanae army alone, harfryd 
.when necessary by oar bret hren 
Syrian army,” Mansour said. 

Three main mifitias keep stron- 
gholds in Beirut. They are 
Geagea’s Lebanese Forces, the 
Syrian-backed Amal and the pro- 
Iranian HizboDah (Party of God), 
both Shfite fchmwr groups. 

Mansour said there were no 
political hurdles' facing g re a t e r 
Beirut and he expected the plan 

(Co ntin u ed on page 5) 


from expatriate workers in the 
Gulf . But half of the 300,000 
Jordanians in Kuwait have re- 
turned home while the rest are no 
longer earning convertible cur- 
rency or are unable to send back 
remittances. 

Marto said coping with the 
flood of refugees that surged into 
Jordan from Iraq and Kuwait had 
cost tbe go v ernm ent some $55 
milli on. Foreign governments 
had promised to help but only 10 
per cent of the money had ar- 
rived. 

Most ernoafly, Saudi Arabia 
had stopped importing Jordanian 
fruit and vegetables and stopped 
selling it ofl. Jordan’s bmnper 
harvest is going to waste and 
Marto said he feared farmers 
would not be aide to plant for 
next year. 

Aid from Saadi Arabia, 
Kuwait and Abu Dhabi (hied up 
on August 2, coa ting Jordan aa 
aat irip ati xl $200 aaffirai for the 
balance of 1990 and $500 ■Won 
next year unteas it » restored. 

Jordanian tourism ce n tred on 
port of Aqaba had also shmqrd 
while it was difficuh to get drips 
to export goods. 


Oil prices 
ride on 
roller-coaster 

LONDON (Agencies) — 09 
prices jumped, then dipped in 
Europe Friday as the market 
readied to tough or dovish state- 
ments aa foe Gulf ends. 

Share prices fefi in major cen- 
ties ahead of soother weekend of 
uncertainty over developments in 
foe Middle East. 

The dollar firmed slightly, but 
dealers said its the would be 
limited because of continued 
.anxiety over the UJS. economy. 

03 prices moved up about $1 
per barrel on the Near York fu- 
tures market Friday mooting, as 
traders kept betting on war in foe 
Gulf. 

“It’s definitely just the in- 
creased war fears and seeing the 
war pre m i um getting put Hack in 
’the market,” said Ano-Louise 
Hittie, a senior oil analyst with 
Sbeanon Lehman- Brothers foe. 
brokerage firm. 

. light sweet crude ofl, the key 
grade, was up 95 cents to $35.20 
: per barrel for December delivery 
contracts on foe New York mer- 
cantile achap late Friday 
morning. Contracts for delivery 
in later months were all trading 


for a third straight trading ses- 
sion. 

Oil regained all of the ground it 
lost in Monday’s record tumble of 
$5.41 pm* barrel. But trading was 
:«ratic, and speculators were left 
uncertain on riTs future direc- 
tion. 

Ofl futures prices surged about 
52 in London curly Friday, con- 
touring Thursday’s upward trend 
after -UJS. Defence Secretary 
raid us. fonts in 
foe G riff could be boosted. 
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Iraqi blasting of Kuwait wells 
would cause ecological disaster 


DUBAI (R) — Iraq would cause 
an ecological disaster if it blew up 
hundreds of Kuwait oil wells dur- 
ing a war in the Gulf, specialists 
said Friday. 

“Iraq has experts to start a fire 
at Kuwaiti oil wells which might 
take months to put out,” a Gulf- 
based oil industry executive said. 

Dense clouds of blade smoke 
from burning sulphur-laden 
Kuwaiti crude could billow across 
die region, posing a threat to the 
environment and people and 
driv ing volatile oil prices to re- 
cord levels. 

White most of the region was 
desert, Saudi Arabia had laun- 
ched a major agricultural drive, 
becoming the world's sixth largest 
exporter of cereals and moving 
into specialised daily fanning and 
fruit production. The specialists 
said its carefully nurtured arable 
land could be hit by pollution. 

The Financial Times newspap- 
er quoted a Lebanese-born en- 
gineer who fled Kuwait as saying 
Iraqi forces had attached explo- 
sives to 300 of Kuwait's 1,000" Qjl 
wells as a precaution against a 
possible attack by U.S.- 


dommated forces in the Gulf. 

“I do not want to guess where 
(crude oil) prices might jump if 
traders hear news of burning 
fields,” a Western ofl company 
executive in the Gulf said. 

Crude oil prices soared to more 
than $41 per barrel on Ocl 10 
amid Gulf war fears bat fell to 
below $30 per barrel early this 
week. 

Renewed market jitters. Friday 
pushed the price bade up to more 
than $35. 

Oil prices were below $20 per 
barrel before Iraq’s Aug. 2 in- 
vasin of Kuwait which caused the 
loss of over four million barrels 
per day (bpd) of Kuwait and Iraqi 
crude. 

Texan oil firefighter Paul 
“Red" Adair's company said ear- 
lier this month it had held discus- 
sions with U.S. government offi- 
cials and members of Kuwait’s 
toppled ruling family. 

But the spokesman for the 
Houston-based Red Adair Com- 
pany said there had been no 
agreement to send equipment to 
the Gulf in case the oil wells were 
fair. 


Ofl industry sources in the Gulf 
said Iraqi experts might scrip the . 
wells of safety shutdown valves 
and set off simultaneous explo- 
sions which might start hundreds 
of fires. 

“They are talking about 300 
wells. If they all start burning at 
the same time, you don't have 
300 Red Adairs to put them out,” 
the oil industry executive said. 

Although they might take 
months to put out, the fees would 
not cause significant damage to 
underground crude reservoirs. 
But it could take months to bring 
them back on stream because of 
repairs to pumps, pipes and other 
equipment. 

‘The (Kuwaiti) fields are so 
big, nothing much will happen to 
reservoirs but surface equipment 
will be lost," be added. 

Kuwait’s proven oil reserves 
are estimated around 95 billion 
barrels or even nine per cent of 
the world’s total. Kuwait’s ofl 
output was around 1.8 milli on 
bpd in July 1 

Its main fields are between 
Kuwait Qty and and the Saudi 
border. 


Husseini ignites strong 
feelings on both sides 


By Eileen Alt Powell 

The Associated Press 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 

— When the Israelis jailed 
Palestinian leader Faisal Hus- 
seini in 1987, he spent much of 
his 18 months behind bars 
teaching himself Hebrew. 

He later used his new lan- 
guage to launch a campaign 
urging Israelis to back his peo- 
ple’s drive for statehood. 

On Thursday, fresh from 
another spell in jail, the son of 
the Palestinians’ most famous 
war hero renewed his appeal, 
this tim e in English and in his 
native Arabic. 

“We are fighting to free our 
people, not to enslave any 
other people, he said at a 
crowded news conference in 
Arab Jerusalem. 

“We are fighting to build our 
state, not to destroy any other 
state. We are fighting for the 
security of our grandchildren 
and not to endanger the secur- 
ity of any other grandchil- 
dren.” 

Husseini was arrested Oct. 8 
on suspicion of fomenting pro- 
tests in Jerusalem in which 
Jews were stoned and the gun- 
fire of Israeli forces killed over 
20 Palestinians. He walked 
free 17 days later into a new 
"circle of blood," as he put it 

— a wave of Arab revenge 
attacks on Jews and Jewish 
counterattacks. 

He promptly condemned the 
bloodshed. 

“There is no difference for 
me between the crying of a 
Palestinian woman who lost 
heT son or the crying of a 
Israeli woman who lost her 
son,” Husseini said. 

An outspoken voice ■ for 
coexistence, Husseini is recog- 
nised by both Palestinians and 
Israelis as the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation’s (FLO) top 
supporter in Jerusalem, and 
the political leader of the 34- 
month uprising against Israeli 
occupation. 

Balding, asthmatic and not 
given to rousing oratory, the 
50-year-old Husseini nonethe- 
less seldom fails to arouse 
strong emotions in both camps. 

When his name came up 
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Faisal Husseini 

during a televised debate 
Wednesday night, all four 
Israeli lawmakers on the panel 
began talking heatedly at once. 

Uzi Baram of the opposition 
Labour Party argued that Hus- 
seini represented Palestinian 
moderation and that if Israel 
didn’t talk to him, it might end 
up haring to talk to Hamas, 
the Muslim fundamentalist 
movement. 

But Uzi Landau of the ruling 
right-wing Likud bloc wouldn't 
hear of it “The difference 
between Faisal Husseini and 
Hamas is exactly the same as 
the difference between Sad- 
dam Hussein and the Ayatol- 
lah Khomeini," he said. 

Arab opinion is divided, too. 

His friend and colleague Sari 
Nussefbeh says Husseini is a 
natural leader “who feels the' 
responsibility to lead." 

A recent Islamic fun- 
damentalist tract, however, 
attacks Husseini for conduct- 
ing armchair politics instead of 
fighting in the streets. 

Such Arab resentment stems 
partly from Husseini’s high- 
profile contacts with Israelis, 
notably Yacl Dayan, daughter 
of the late Moshe Dayan. They 
made a joint lecture tour of the 
United States this year. 

Husseini was a child of re- 
volution. 

He was born in Baghdad, 
where his father. Abdul Khad- 
er Husseini, was hiding from 
the British army after partici- 
pating in the 1936-39 Arab 
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uprising in British-controlled 
Palestine. He was seven when 
his father died leading an 
assault od Israeli troops in the 
1948 battle for Jerusalem. 

Husseini thinks his much- 
revered father would identify 
with his activities today and 
understand the shift from the 
battlefield to the international 
political arena. 

T believe be was fighting 
starting from his love for his 
people, for his land, not start- ‘ 
mg from hating others,” Hus- 
seini said in an interview 
Thursday. 

Husseini attended universi- 
ties in Baghdad, Cairo and 
Beirut, hut never graduated. 
Later be joined the Palestine 
Liberation Army, a military 
arm of the PLO scattered in 
the Arab World. ‘ 

The Israelis first arrested 
him in 1967 after they captured 
Arab Jerusalem. Parts of a gun 
were found in his house, and 
he spent the next year in jail. 

In 1987 he was detained 
without charge for two periods 
adding up to 18 months. On 
Wednesday, he was freed on 
personal bail, and police say 
inquiries are continuing. 

Husseini denies fomenting 
tiie violence in Haram A1 Shar- 
if. He blames Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir’s gov- 
ernment for creating “a sense 
of hopelessness" among 
Palestinians by refusing to 
negotiate peace and by settling 
Jews on the occupied territor- 
ies. 

He said Israel’s refusal to 
accept a U.N. probe of the 
Oct. 8 killings could spur furth- 
er violence. 

“If there is no hope, if Israel 
decides to be outside interna- 
tional legitimacy... they are 
ensuring we will live in a jung- 
le,” Husseini said. 

Israel says such an investiga- 
tion would challenge its self- 
proclaimed sovereignty over 
Arab Jerusalem. 

Asked on Thursday whether 
be thought his 18-year-old son 
and 16-year-old daughter 
would see an independent 
Palestine in their lifetime, he 
replied: “I believe that I will 
see. it." 


Nakasone 

to visit 

Baghdad 

TOKYO (AP) — Fanner Prime 
Minister Y&suhiro Nakasone 
announced Friday that he would 
visit Iraq next week fin: talks with 
Saddam Hnssein Jo seek a peace- 
ful settlement of the Gulf crisis 
and secure the release of foreign 
nationals. 

“I thought about whether I 
should go or not very carefully, 
but I felt a sort of destiny about 
going there,” Nakasone told a 
news conference. 

“Judging from the recent de- 
velopment of the Gulf situation, I 
don’t think Japan should be 
watching from the sidelines any 
longer.” 

Nakasone, who was invited to 
Baghdad by a private Iraqi orga- 
nisation, is expected to begin his 
trip next Thursday or Friday, 
accompanied by a delegation of 
lawmakers from the governing 
Liberal Democratic Party (LDP). 

Prime Minister Toshfld Kaifu 
welcomed Nakasone’s decision. 

“We have been opening a way 
j for political discussions with Iraq. 

I I think it is a good thing,” be said. 

Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Taizo Watanabe stressed the gov- 
ernment was not directly involved 
in the trip. He said there was no 
indication that Kaifu would ask 
Nakasone to carry a letter to 
Saddam. 

One government official, who 
spoke on condition of anonymity, 
expressed concern that Western 
nations would be critical if Naka-. 
sone’s trip leads to the release of 
only Japanese nationals being I 
held hostate in Iraq. 

“We have to keep our fingers 
crossed," be said. “We have to be , 
aware that Saddam Hussein is 
eager to break the unity of the 
Western countries." 

In 1973, Nakasone travelled to 
the Middle East as head of the 
powerful Ministry of Internation- 
al Trade and Industry to boost 
ties with Arab states. The Middle 
East war broke out just months 
later and the Arab World decided 
to restrict oil exports to pro-Israel 
governments. 

On Nov. 22 of that year, the 
Japanese cabinet adopted policies 
calling for Israeli withdrawal 
from Arab territories occupied 
since the 1967 war and pledged to 
review its close relations with 
Israel. The Arab states derided 
not to make additional reductions 
in oil exports to Japan. 

But officials stress Japan will 
not act unilaterally this time. 
“We will ... not make a deal just 
by ourselves," said Kazoo Aicbi, 
head of the international bureau 
of the governing party. 

Nakasone said he will try to 
help win the release of all fore- 
igners held by Iraq. 

Since Iraq’s Aug. 2 invasion of 
Kuwait, Baghdad has ‘Intermit- 
tently released Japanese trapped 
in the two countries, but 139 still 
remain stranded. 

Private Iraqi organisations 
Thursday invited .Nakasone to 
travel to Baghdad to help im- 
prove bilateral relations, which 
have deteriorated since the inva- 
sion of Kuwait. 

The Diet, or parliament, is 
debating a government proposal 
to send members of Japan’s Self- 
Defence Forces to the Gulf to 
assist the multinational forces in 
non-combat roles by providing; 
medical, communications and 
transportation support. Oppo- ! 
nents have cited provisions of 
Japan’s post-World War II con - 1 
stitution barring the military from 
being deployed overseas. 

Nakasone has been sidelined 
from national politics since he 
was linked to a major bribery 
scandal in 1988 and 1989. IBs 
term as prime minister ended in 
November 1987 before the allega- ; 
tions surfaced. 


Baker weighs trip to Gulf 


WASHINGTON (R) — Secret- 
ary of State James Baker is con- 
templating another trip to the 
Gulf as file United States weight 
sending an additional 100,000 
troops to the region. 

Baker’s trip, which could take 
place next week, -Maimed at 
'.shoring up the autLliaq c oalition. 

“The trip is being contem- 
plated," a U.S. official tokl Reu- 
ters, although t2(c Stabs Depart-- 
ment has refined to pobfidy con- 
firm plans for the trip. 

Unconfirmed news reports. 
Thursday said Baker’s nriao on 
was to discuss with Samtt officials 
setting a date for an attack on 
-Iraq, which invaded Kuwait on 
Aug. 2. 

State Department spokes- 
woman Margaret Tutwiler could 
not be readied for comment 
Another official, who asked not 
to be identified, said he was 
unaware of any such major 
change in U.S. strategy. 

The Bush administration, while 
not ruling out the military option 


has inriimif that United Nations 


ing and might force Iraq to leave 
Kuwait. 

At the time, die United 
States is weighing sending an 
addi tion al 100,000 troops to the 
Gulf. 

Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney, in a television interview 
Thursday, expressed fear s tha t 
Iraq might use its nnflkm-ctrong 
army as the sanctions begin to 
bite. 

The focus in recent days has 
shifted to brad after over 20 
Palestinians were lolled d ur i ng 
protests earlier this month. 

U.S. officials have been con- 
cerned at recent “peace feelers” 
from Ba ghdad and the release of 

Westerners, which they see as an 
effort by Iraq to split the anti- 
Iraqi coaHfion. 

In discussing the possibility of 
an additional bufletap, a P enta g o n 
spokesman said that no upper 
limit had been placed On U.S. 
troop strength around the Ara- 


U.S. to ‘write down’ 
Egypt’s $7.1 billion debt 

WASHINGTON (R) — Congressional negotiators Friday 
changed an administration proposal to write off Egypt’s $7.1 
billion military sales debt to the United States to avoid its defeat 
in the House of Representatives. 

The new provision was drafted at the end of all-night 
negotiations on a $15.5 billion foreign aid bfll for 1991 that also 
cuts El Salvador’s military aid by half. 

The bill now has to go to the House and Senate for final 
approval before being sent to President Geroge Bush far his 
signature. 

The Senate version of the foreign aid bill had adopted the 
administration's request to cancel outright Egypt’s mflitaxy sales 
debt, incurred between 1979 and 1984, but the House bill 
contained no such provision. ^ 

Under a compta arrangem en t that replaces the direct writeoff, 
Egypt would receive a six-month debt moratorium up to March 
31 and the United States would “write down” the value of the 
debt. 

The United States would have to seek a conference of Egypt's 
economic and military aid creditors to see if they would be willing 
to ease its debts. 

If they were willing to do so the Unityed States would also 
reduce Egypt’s debt If not, then Washington could unilaterally 
forgive the money owed by Egypt after certifying to Congress that 
it was in the U.S. national security interest to do so. 


Saudi prince overstays 
his welcome at Harvard 


CAMBRIDGE, Massachusetts 
(AP) — Four months after a 
Saadi prince set up camp near 
Harvard Square — complete with 
a satellite dish and an entourage 
of 65 at a posh hotel — residents 
say the royals are wearing out 
their welcome. 

In the latest of several inci- 
dents, North Cambridge resi- 
dents have complained that 
security forces with the prince’s 
entourage ejected local children 
form a park during royal family 
visits. 

They also claim the Saudis 
have driven stretch limousines 
across newly seeded athletic 
fields. 

Prince Turki Ben Abdul Aziz 
A! Saud, the brother of King 
Fahd of Saudi Arabia and the 
cournty’s former deputy defence 
.minister, arrived at : Cambridge's 
Charles Square Hotel in August 
for a leisurely visit to Harvard 
University. 

But the prince has stayed on in 
what has been described as an 
official mission to monitor U.S. 
response to the crisis in die Mid- 
dle East. 

Cambridge City Councilor Ed- 
ward Cyr said Wednesday he will 
ask the council to issue a formal 
reminder to the prince’s group 
that “nobody will be allowed to 
essentially usurp a public facility 
for their exclusive use.” 

Mayor Alice K. Wolf said she 
has fielded complaints from resi- 
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Iraq Mali ont at hracfJ 

might lash out at the Saudi ofl 
fields, for example, so I think we 
have to be p re p are d for that 
possibility,” Cheney said. 

The United Stale* 6 * hem 
sijpaEssag its allies that it want* te 
give the trade embargo more time 
to work and h urfflrefy to take 
p i il i t nr y acting for several months 
even though more troops may 450 
to the Guff, officials and dipio- 
mats say. 

. These so ur ces portrayed the 
Bosh adunnirtratkm as both en- 
couraged by the effectiveness of 
the blockade against Iraq and 
wary of the potential costs of a 
war. 

Saudi Arabia’s ambassador to 
the United States said Thursday 
that he was not optimistic about 
peace in the Gulf. 

Prince Bandar Ben Sultan, 


speaking to reporters before a 
’'meeting with Undersecretary of 
Stole Robert fimmit, raid: “We" 

are doing oar best to salve tins 
'peacefully... but I don’t know * 


asm mid io ns rafo anybodyehc- 


He also said he was not 
worried abost talk of increased 
U.S. troop deplo y ment s in the . 
region, adding r “Remember, * 
these dedsioni are not unila ter a l. 
They are' usually the end product 
of a lot of consultations. ” 

The troop Mdup“meai» just 
that we will not take any 
chances,” he added two horn 
later when he emerged from his 
meetings at the State Depart- 
ment. 

In addition to Us meeting with 
Kimmit, who has played a major 
role in U.S. Gulf poticy, Bandar 
was briefed by the department’s 
chief counter-terrorism expert, • 
Assistant Secretary of State Mor- 
tis Busby. 


U.N. panel adopts 
resolution on Sahara 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — The 
U.N. General Assembly’s Decol- 
onisation Co mmi ttee has wel- 
comed a recent report by the 
secretary-general proposing the 
establishment of a U.N. force to 
monitor a ceasefire and elections 
in Western Sahara. 

It was the second consecutive 
year that the commi ttee adopted 
by consensus a resolution dealing 
with efforts to resolve the conflict 
between Morocco and the Fob* 
sario Front. 

Morocco took over the dis- 
puted territory when Spain with- 
drew in 1976 and the Polisario 
Front has proclaimed its own 
independent Sahrawi republic. 

The two sides agreed in princi- 
ple in August 1988 to proposals 
by tiie U-N. secretary-general 
and the chairman of the Orga- 
nisation of African Unity for a 
ceasefire and referend um to 
choose between independence or 
merger with Morocco. 

Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar, in a Jane report tint 
was later endorsed by the Secur- 
ity Council, outlined {dans for a 
U.N. monitoring operation in-. 


voWing troops, police and civi- 
lians. 

Thursday’s resolution, wbkh 
now goes to the assembly plenary 
for endorsement, appeals to- 
Morocco and Polisario to display 
the cooperation and political - 
goodwill necessary for a speedy 
settlement of the question of 
Western Sahara. 

But many details are still being, 
worked out, including the size 
and cost of the force and the 
extent of a Moroccan troop pull- 
back dur in g the run-up to the 
referendum. 

Moroccan Ambassador Aziz 
Hasbi said his country had never 
rejected constructive and re- 
sponsible but sought a 

just baiting solution within 
the U.N. framework. He urged 
the adoption of die resolution p 
-without a vote. 

Mohammad Sidati, the foreign 
affairs chief of the Sahrawi repub- 
lic, said in a statement later that 
the co mmi ttee’s action reflected 
the wish of the international com- 
munity to see “die right of our 
people to gdf-detenmnatkm and 
independence". finally realised. J 


dents that the prince’s limousines 
have made it even harder to park 
in an already congested part of 
the city. 

Earlier this month. Harvard 
University police cut back parti- 
cipation in the 24-hour guard 
protecting the prince amid re- 
ports It was detracting from cam- 
pus security. 

Even Prince Tnriti’s attempts 
at charity have generated sour 
publicity. 

University officials announced 
last weekend that the prince had 
endowed a Harvard Medical 
School professorship in immunol- 
ogy. The prince’s father-in-law 
has been treated in Boston by a 
Harvard-affiliated physician fol- 
lowing a kidney trasplant. 

But the student-nm Harvard 
Crimson newspaper said in an 
editorial that it appeared uni- 
versity President Derek C. Bok 
was “selling his soul to the devil , 
for a m i lli on-doll a r profes- 
sorship.’' 

The Crimson referred to 
allegations about 10 years ago 
involving 10 female servants of 
the prince who darned they were 
bemg bdd as slaves. 

The Crimson also reported a j 
1989 rescue by London police of 
two German nursemaids hired to 
care for the prince’s three chil- 
dren who dropped notes from a 
sixth-story hotel saying they were 
being held hostage. 


Sharon vows Soviets will be 
buffer against Palestinians 


ASHKELON (R) — - Hardline 
housing minis ter Arid Sharon 
said Thursday Israel would settle 
Soviet Jews along its pro- 1967 
border to form a buffer between 1 
Israeli and West Bank Palesti- 
nians. 

“One million Jews are on their 
way,” Sharon told an andience of 
fund raisers. He said they would 
arrive by the end of 1992, and tile 
potential number of would-be 
Soviet Jewish im m igrants could 
be 2J> miffi on. Israel’s current 
population is 4.6 million. ‘ 

Sharon vowed to forge ahead 
-with building houses for Soviet 
immigrants by bringing in foreign 
construction workers to replace 
Arab* labourers confined since 
Wednesday to the occupied terri- 
tories as part of a crackdown. 

Sharon told members of the 
Jewish Agency for Israel, which 
orchestrates and finances the 
Soviet exodus, the newcomers 
would prevent the influence of 
the 34'mouth-okf Palestinian up- 
rising spreading to Israel’s 
700,000 Arabs. 

“There is a severe influence by 
Arabs in Samaria, Judea (the 
West Bank) and Gaza on our 
Israeli Arabs who are getting 
more and more involved in terror 
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and violence,” Sharon told his 
largely American audience. 

“We are going to solve the 
problem by settling Jews, 
thousands of Jews in tins area,” ri 
be said. The newcomers would 
form a buffer along the “green 
line,” die border before Israel 
occupied the West Bank, Gaza 
Strip and Arab Jerusalem in the 
'1967 war. 

Sharon said Israel would never 
give up the occupied territories 
because it needed “strategic 
. depth.” He said it would not 
settle Soviet Jews there for fear of 
endangering the exodus. The 
Soviet Union was under pressure 
from Arab countries to halt the 
outflow, be said. 

But Sharon, an avowed hawk 
and fanner defence minister, said 
this did not include Arab Jeru- 
salem. 

“We are going for a massive 
construction plan in the heart of 
Jerusalem, at least 5,000 (homes) 
a year for the next eight years, 
most of it in east Jerusalem,” he 
tokl reporters. £ 

More th an 10 per cent of Soviet ' 
immigrants, expected to reach 
180,000 by the end of 1990, are 
settling in Jerusalem, largely in 
areas “annexed” since 19671 
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' 'Jordan subjected to blockade, 
collective punishment — Abu Hassan 
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By Sad A1 StSOA 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Chairman of the 
Jordanian Businessmen Associa- 
tion Mamdouh Aba Hassan Fri- 
day said that Jordan was being 
subjected to a genome blockade 
and collective punishment in view 
of its pan-Arab stand 
•; In an interview with die dailies 
Al Rai and the Jordan Times, 
Abu Hassan said the undeclared 
economic blockade against Jor- 
dan and the illegal measures prac- 
tised by- the United States navy 
were aimed at pres suri ng Jordan 
into changing its pan- Arab stand 
on the Gulf crisis. 

Abo Hassan refuted tbe 
ground used by the U.S. navy to 
ban ships carrying goods to Jor- 
dan the navy, according to Abu 
Hassan says that tbe goods are 
shipped to “blacklisted” Jorda- 
nian traders and importers. 


He expressed regret that port 
authorities in a neighbouring 
Arab country had ordered the 
Jscbarge of goods worth hun- 
dreds of Bullions of dinars, bound 
to Jordan, in their ports »nrf 
banned national dapping Hoes 
from carrying these goods to 
Aqaba Port. 

“Jordan’s position vis-a-vis the 
Gulf crisis, at dns p*irM*»|^ r tune, 
is the reason for the unjust 
campaign launched against Jor- 
dan by Western countries and 
some Arab countries, he said. 
Abu Hassan said that the con- 
tinuing blockade on Jordan, de- 
spite its observance of the United 
Nations Security Council resolu- 
tions impo sin g sanctions 
Iraq, subjects Jordan to great 
economic losses which conld 
reach thousands of billions of 
dollars, in tbe form of loss of 
remittance from Jordanians 
working abroad, return of hun- 


dreds of thousands of Jordanian 
working in Kuwait, increased un- 
employment as well as loss of 
export markets. 

Abu Hassan pointed out that 
Jordan has not received any 
amount of the assistance pledged 
by the Western countries, Japan 
and tbe United Nations Security 
Council to co m pensate it for tbe 
loss incurred as a result of its 
compliance with the economic 
sanctions resolutions. 

If tbe economic blockade k to 
persist, then tbe infrastructure of 
the industrial progress which Jor- 
dan has achieved so far will be 
imdcnnincd," Abu Hassan said. 

One of tbe first victims of the 
present situation will be tbe 
democracy, Abu Hassan said. He 
added that it ts difficult for any 
country to thrive and to live m a 
democratic atmosphere if it is 
subjected to an economic block- 
ade. 



Masri describes U.N. 
resolution 673 as weak 


Over 108 people Tfccnday march to the United 
Nations office hi Amman to protest the pres en ce of 


foreign forces and mam dessrnctioa weapons in the 
Gulf {Photo Yousef Ai Allan) 
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Peace mission to Iraq deplores lack of 
baby food, describes mood as ‘hopeful 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — Sixteen Amer- 
ican peace activists passed 
through Amman Friday morn- 
ing on their way home after a 
week-long trip to Baghdad. 

Although the group was not 
accompanied by any of tbe 
Americans being held by Iraq, 
two members of the peace mis- 
sion — a Catholic bishop, and 
an Egyptian-American 
businessman — stayed behind 
in Baghdad to continue to pur- 
sue tbe release of sick and 
elderly Americans. The 
group’s leader, Douglass 
Hostetler, interviewed by die 
Jordan Times before returning 
to New York, predicted some 
of these Americans may be 
released as early as Sunday or 
Monday. 

The peace delegation, con- 
sisting of Protestant and 
Catholic clergy, Vietnam 
veterans, and peace advocates, 
met with Iraqi officials, hospit- 
al workers, university students 
and fanners during their stay. 
They delivered nearly 50Q 


kilogrammes of medical sup- 
plies to the Iraqi Red Crescent 
Society. Last week, die group 
delivered a smaller amount of 
medical supplies to evacuees 
being housed in Jordan. 

The group also met whh 
some of the Americans de- 
tained in Iraq. Qergy members 
on the mission held services for 
the Americans. 

The mission was organised 
by tbe Fellowship for Recon- 
diiation, a 75-year-old interna- 
tional pacifist organisation. 

Hostetter said Iraq was ex- 
periencing shortages of baby 
food and called it “morally 
reprehensible to keep food and 
medical care from Iraqi civi- 
lians.” He said his group would 
try to raise money in the U.S. 
to bring food and medicine to 
infants and nursing mothers in 
Iraq on a future mkmmi. 

Hostetter described Bagh- 
dad as sw a rm in g with Western 
peace missions: Swedish, Ita- 
lian, Iraqi- American. He said 
his organisation would con- 
tinue sending peace missions to 
.Iraq — at least once per month 


— to serve as “peace shields" 
against military action by the 
troops gathered in the Gulf. 

While the group was not 
able to arrange for the immedi- 
ate release of any Americans 
(14 were released to an Iraqi- 
American friendship society 
earlier this week). Bishop 
Michael Kinney of Juneau, 
Alaska, and Tarek Moham- 
med Al Hencidy, a Muslim 
businessman from Mas- i 
sadmsetts, remained behind to j 
pursue this goal. j 

Hostetter said the mood : 
Iraq was “one of hope and j 
anticipation for peace." He j 
said people there felt that di- j 
pkxcatic efforts were gaining } 
ground," if not with govern- 
ment leaders, at least through 
unofficial negotiators, such as 
former British Prime Minister 
Edward Heath, and among 
ordinary citizens throughout 
tbe world. 

But he also said Iraqis indi- 
cated a willingness to “fight to 
tbe end" if their country was 
attacked by the multi-national 
force massed in the Gulf and 
on the Saudi border. 


Group protests presence of mass 
destruction weapons in the Gulf 



A burial site discovered in YasSefa in 1988 (photo courtesy, Department of Antiquities) 


■25 Yasileh — a new archaeological site in Jordan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Yasileh, 
■y Which lies in the centre of a vast 
agricultural region, is located 
approximately 7 kilometres east 

of Irbid. Though it lies in the area 

where many surveys have already 
been carried out, the site of 
Yasileh does not seem to have 
been mentioned at all until the 
accidental discovery of a tomb in 
the spring of 1988. Since then, 
three seasons of excavations were 
conducted in 1988, 1989 and 1990 
by the joint team of the Institute 
of Archaeology and Anthropolo- 
gy at Yarmouk University and 
the Department of Antiquities 

headed by Dr. Zeidoun 
Muheisen. 

From the viewpoint of top^iSj 
pby, tile site is divided by Wadi 
as. Yasileh into eastern and western 
EP areas. The slopes of the . eastern 
area overlook the whole site. The 
information collected at prerent 

attest that the main P enod 
Yasileh was inhabited lasted from 

the end of the Hellenistic period 
to tbe late Islamic periods. 

During the first season, works 
concentrated on the tomb ( ^ co ~ 

vexed in 1988. The res earchers 
carried cmt in this zone permitted 

to recognise the eastern* « 
rock-cut necropolis located m me 
eastern slope overhanging Warn 
Yasileh. The number of the 
funeral chambers recognised dnr- 
> ing 1988 and 1989*s seasons 
reached thirty. Twenty of them 


were unearthed completely. Indi- 
vidual burial sites were also found 
beside these chambers. 

Abundant objects were col- 
lected in the tombs because they 
were only paitiaDy pQlagod in the 
ancient times. These objects con- 
sist of pottery (pots, lamps), a 
number of glass and metal objects 
(jewellery, cross). They are dated 
to the Roman and tbe Byzantine 
periods. 

While the excavation of the 
necropolis was being carried out, 
attention was also paid to a ter- 
race situated os the west bank of 
Wadi Yasileh. A sounding has 
revealed that there lay a mosaic 
pavement belonging to a church. 
After the definite plan was 
traced, it was found that the 
church comprised three naves 
and an apse. The study of the 
pavement shows that tbe mosaic, 
consisting of pannels disposed 
symmetrically, was almost entire-' 
]y of geometric style, except for 
some vegetal motifs, such as 
foliage, grapes, pomegranate. 
Some remains suggest that repre- 
sentations of animals (peacock) 
were included too. 

A series of soundings was 
ther e fore carried out .in order to 
survey the various areas of 
occupation at the site. One of 
these soundings has revealed a 
rock-cut nni t in the north, on the 
eastern ride of the wadi . It com- 
prises an outside court, several 

halls as well as tanks and ristenB. 


It is attested that the building 
used continuously during the Ro- 
man and tbe Byzantine periods, 
by tbe coins found in the earth of 
the principal room, and the 
marks and graffiti engraved on 
the walls. 

In the west of this unit, on the 
east bank of the wadi, two sound- 
ings was revealed stone walls 
carefully dressed. In tbe season of 
1990 this area was excavated ex- 
ten dedly. Consequently, the 
walls were identified as parts of a 
large butiding which measures 
about IS metres in length and 9.5 
metres in width. It consists of five 
rooms, one of which has semi- 
circular wall. This building seems 
to have had a public function, 
though definite evidence has not 
been found yet. The pottery 
sherds suggested that the building 
was founded at tbe end of the 
He&enistie period and continued 
tS late Roman period. Moreover, 
it was revealed that there lay 
another building which was made 
erf undressed stones, though a 
very small part was brought to 
fight so far. 

Tbe results obtained during the 
first three campaigns are there- 
fore extremely encouraging. Be- 
sides the continuation of tbe ex- 
cavations inside the necropolis 
area and the church, it is neces- 
sary carry out extensive ex- 
cavations in the northern area 

where the existence of building 
complexes was revealed. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jorda- 
nian Society for the Control of 
Environmental Pollution Thurs- 
day organised a march in Amman 
to protect against the presence in 
the Gulf region of foreign naval 
forces carrying mass destruction 
weapons and threatening Arab 
countries and the world’s en- 
vironment. 

More than 100 marchers car- 
rying posters walked to the Un- 
ited Nations office here and 
handed U.N. Resident Repre- 
sentative All Atiqa an urgent 
appeal for the U.N. secretary 
genera] to help avert war in tbe 
Gulf. 

The marchers, headed by for- 
mer prime minister and society 
President Ahmad Obeidat. 
grouped former ministers, 
businessmen, government offi- 
cials and heads of various volun- 
tary and professional organisa- 
tions in the Kingdom. 

Following is the text of the 
petition to Atiqa to forward to 
the U.N. secretary general: 

“The Middle East region is 
nowadays exposed to the possibil- 
ity of the eruption of a war in 
which mass destruction weapons 
may be used as a result of an 
unprecedented deployment of 
navies, bombers and military for- 
cese equipped with mass destruc- 
tion weapons inclusive of nuclear, 
biological and chemical weapons. 
.The environmental consequences 
of such a war will be devastating 
in the Gulf region which will 
definitely lead to a catastrophic 
destruction of human life, natural 
resources and environment in a 
manner unwitnessed by humanity 
before. 

“What adds to the gravity of 


the situation is the insistence of 
certain international parties and 
economical and petroleum in- 
terests to distort tbe facts and 
causes. 

They depict the matter as 
jeopardising the possibilities of 
finding local peaceful solutions to 
the conflict, while evidence and 
facts confirm that the real mo- 
tives behind this stubbornness are 
the serving of the objectives of 
such parties and interests alone 
with a total disregard to the con- 
sequences of the catastrapbe that 
will befall the h uman beings and 
the environment, the future of 
generations, tbe Sack of security 
and the increases in tension 
throughout the world. 

“Should the evil forces be des- 
tined to achieve their purposes — 
God forbid — , the aftermath cf 
the destruction resulting from 2 
total military confrontation shall 
no doubt exceed human tragedies 
and economical losses to become 
a far-reaching environmental 
catastrophe encompassing the 
whole globe and affecting all. 
inclusive of the dangers of a 
nuclear fallout and bilogicai and 
chemical pollution at a dimension 
vastly exceeding tbe aftermath of 
the Chernobyl catastrophe and 
the other environmental catas- 
trophes still live in memory. It 
will lead to the deterioration of 
the environmental s t a tu s, the 
possibility of the explosion of the 
oil and gas walls in the region. 
This will definitely lead to the 
shrinkage of the ozone layer, the 
warming of the earth surface and 
the fall of add rains resulting 
from the emanation of huge 
quantities of gases the volume of 
which exceeds what the indus- 


trialised countries have produced 
over many years. 

“On this occasion, our serious 
call for the protection of mankind 
and die preservation of environ- 
ment is completely in concert 
with the responsible calls, appeals 
and warnings issued by the Un- 
ited Nations Organisation direct- 
ly and by ail the relevant interna- 
tional symposiums and confer- 
ences such as the Hague Declara- 
tion on Environment, which con- 
firmed that the Rgk: to live is the 
right pursuant to which all the 
other rights are granted and its 
guarantee is the most noble duty 
of officials in all countries all over 
the world. 

“Being aware of the dangers 
that threaten the future of world 
children and human environment 
with its two components: Earth 
and Man. we appeal to you to 
strongly join your voices to curs 
and to the appeals of the suppor- 
ters of environment and peace in 
the world in order to avert this 
sure danger with all means avail- 
able and on all official and popu- 
lar levels, and to urgently mobil- 
ise in the direction of peaceful 
solution and to make it tbe first 
and last option to defuse the 
explosion and to withdraw the 
troops of destruction from the 
region. 

"The work for peace and the 
protection of environment and 
mankind in our region and in die 
whole world is a joint responsibil- 
ity cf those with have conscience 
and sane minds. So hand in hand 
we should jointly work for the 
achievement of our noble goals in 
order for the environment to 
prosper and for the future gen- 
eration to live in security. 


Former minister calls for 
private sector insurance plan 


By Maha Addasi 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A former minis- 
ter of health is calling for a new 
health insurance scheme that 
would insure people employed 
by the private sector who are 
not already covered by any 
type of insurance. 

Dr. Zekl Hamzch, an ear, 
nose and throat (ENT) special- 
ist, the originator of the idea of 
having a “new" insurance 
programme said: “Now is as 
good a time as any to add a 
third type of health insurance 
to the two existing ones.” “We 
need a third insurance prog- 
ramme to cover the unco- 
vered,” he added, referring to 
the people in the “private sec- 
tor” who, unlike government 
and army employees, are unco- 
vered by health insurance. 

“I suggested this pro g r a mme 
even before the economic 
problems began, Hamzch told 
tbe Jordan Times. "But I was 
met with reluctant company 
employers who said they did 
not have the money to spend 
on such a programme for their 
employees.” 

Hamzch said the economic 
problems Jordan was ex- 
periencing were only excuses 
for not establishing this “third” 
insurance programme. 

Petra Tours company Mana- 
ger Amm Kawar said that 
adopting a health insurance 
programme by his company 
depended entirely os his em- 
ployees. 

“‘In the past,” Kawar said, 
**the employees resisted the 
idea of having money taken 
from their salaries each 
month." 

But with the high costs of 
medical treatement some em- 
ployees may consider entering 
an insurance plan, according to 
Kawar. 

Hamzch that tfru- 

insurance programme was not 
something that was developed 


from nothing. “We already 
have two different types of 
insurance in tbe country that 
have worked well," be said. 

Since two per cent of gov- 
ernment employees salaries 
W3S set aside for health insur- 
ance, this “third” insurance 
system could follow the same 
principle, Hamzch asserted. 

"Company employees could 
pay two per cent each month 
for health insurance and em- 
ployers would be responsible 
for the rest if the bill exceeded 
the two per cent, he explained. 

Kawar said that if his em- 
ployees were ready to give up 
pan of their salaries for health 
insurance, he would be ready 
to introduce the idea of insur- 
ance package deals. 

■•Those covered wfi 1 then use 
the medical facilities in tbe 
private sector," Kawar said.' 

Some people are under the 
impression that special facul- 
ties must be built before the 
“third” system is adopted, “ 
the former health minister 
said. “But we already have 
doctors, hospitals, pharmacies, 
and laboratories in the private 
sector.” 

“Those covered by the 
“third" system win use die 
existing facilities for treat- 
ment," he added. 

Dr. 7r.hafr Malhas an inter- 
nist and also former minister of 
health, said tbe programme 
should be adopted and it wui 
be a success, especially with 
tbe escalating costs of medical 
treatment.” 

“The cost of medication and 
treatment is outTageoos," 
Malhas said. 

“An estimated 99 pc? cent of 
Jordan's population is unable 
to pay private hospitals and 
medical fees. 

There are many people who 
are ready to pay any price for 
treatment, they face a medical 
crisis, Malhas said. But once 
these people are treated and 
get their medical bills, their 


financial crisis begins." 

Malhas insisted that a poli- 
tical decision is necessary for 
this programme to be instated. 
“Ail derisions are political," 
Malhas said. “The economic 
and financial factors must then 
help in applying these deci- 
sions." 

Mohammed Al Saqaf, 
general-manager of the Social 
Security Corporation, said that 
the management is studying 
this pregramme. 

“We must define all the 
necessary requirements that 
would make this national goal 
possible,*' Saqaf said. He said 
the study would take at least 
six months to finish. 

“The management feels that 
if this new programme is 
adopted, it win be instated 
gradually,*’ Saqaf said. 

He said the programme 
could start insuring company 
employees, or retirees, and 
would then extend to include 
all those in the private sector 
who are not presently insured. 

According to Hamzeh, there 
is no ideal health insurance 
system in any country in the 
world. “We don’t need to copy 
any country's health insurance 
system," be said. “Nationalisa- 
tion of medicine, for example, 
has failed even in socialist 
countries." 

In Britain, there are 20 diffe- 
rent health insurance systems 
in the private sector alone, he 
said. "What is suitable for one 

country is no: necessarily the 

ideal for another,'* Hamzeh 

pointed out. 

He maintains that legislative 
action is necessary to make this 
medical programme possible. 

"I was a politician but 

couldn't instate this program- 
me," Hamzeh said. “AD it will 
take is one legislative action." 

“Unless it is imposed by law 
that every employer must have 
medical insurance for his em- 
ployees, this programme will 
never be adopted ” he said. 


j AMMAN (J.T.) — Security 
Counci! resolution 673 passed in 
tbe wake of Israel’s massacre of 
more than 20 Arabs in Jerusalem 
was a poor resolution in genera], 
and failed to define a specific task 
for a U.N. enquiry commission 
that was supposed to visit the 
occupied Arab lands to investi- 
gate into the massacre, according 
to Taher Al Masri, chairman of 
tbe foreign affairs committee 
the Lower House of Parliament. 

“This resolution is weaker than 
the previous one which Israel had 
rejected and after which it de- 
clared its total refusal to allow 
such an inquiry co mmiss ion to 
come to the occupied Arab 
Lands,” Masri said in a statement 
to the Jordan News Agency. Pet- 
ra. 

He said Israel was epeniy and 
flagrantly violating the U.N. prin- 
ciples and defying the world com- 
munity and the international legi- 
timacy at a tune when tbe council 
was allowing naval forces to im- 
pose an embargo against Iraq for 
its takeover of Kuwait on Aug. Z. 

Masri. a former foreign minis- 


ter, said that tbe double standard 
of tbe council was unacceptable 
and regrettable and caused tbe 
council to lose credibility, follow- 
ing the example of tbe United 
States in this respect. 

Masri said that “the British 
ambassador at the United Nations 
was instrumental in issuing a 
weak resolution which rendered 
the council impotent in the face 
of Israel's defiance." 

Tbe deported mayor of Arab 
Jerusalem. Rawhi Al Khatib, cal- 
led on the Security Council, to 
issue a resolution imposing sanc- 
tions on Israel for refusing to 
conform to the will of the interna- 
tional community. 

"The Security Council has 
come under the influence and 
total hegemony of the United 
States and the Arab countries in 
general, and the Palestinians in 
particular, can expect nothing m 
their favour," Khatib said. 

He said that the Arab and 
Muslim nations have no alterna- 
tive but to unify their stand and 
confront their common enemy. 


Salah pursues efforts to 
obtain help for Jordan 


NEW YORK (J.T.) — Jordan's 
Permanent Representative a: the 
United Nations Abdullah Salah 
had a meeting Thursday evening 
with the current president of the 
U.N. Security Council to discuss 
the council's decisions about 
compensating Jordan which sus- 
tained severe damage to its eco- 
nomy as a result cf its imple- 
mentation of Security Council re- 
solution 661. 

Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
said Friday that that Salah had 
discussed the amount of com- 
pensation to be forthcoming and 
the extent of damage to Jordan's 
economy as presented by a report 
submitted to the council members 
by Jean Ripen, a special envoy of 
U.N. Secretary General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar who visited Jor- 
dan recently. 

Jean Ripen met with Jordanian 
leaders and was briefed on the 
extent of damage to the King- 
dom's economy brought about by 

J the embargo against Iraq. 

■ Salah’s talks with the Security 
Council president and other 


members were attended by Dr. 
Michael Mario, vice president of 
the Central Bank of Jordan 

rcBj). 

Rrpert’s report, distributed to 
various council members, calk 
for urgent assistance to Jordan to 
help it overcome the present eco- 
nomic hardship. 

Ripen was told by the govern- 
ment in Amman that Jordan’s 
implementation of Security 
Council resolutions had cost it 
heavy losses in revenues and 
trade in addition to an estimated 
S£ billion in expatriates’ remitt- 
ances, lost savings and property. 
Furthermore, Jordan has offered 
services to 800,000 evacuees and 
is now facing an influx of return- 
ing expatriates estimated at 
120,000, according to Jordanian 
officials. 

Ri pert's visit here was followed 
by a senior official from tbe Un- 
ited Nations Development Prog- 
ramme (UNDP), who came to 
further assess Jordan's losses and 
send the report to the United 
Nations. 


Ministry tries to solve dilemma 
of Jordanian students in Egypt 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Tbe Ministry 
of Higher Education has not been 
notified by the cultural attache at 
Jordan's embassy in Cairo about 
a final decision concerning the 
acceptance of Jordanian students 
in Egyptian universities. Despite 
this, the ministry is still trying to 
ensure acceptances, according to 
Ministry of Higher Education 
Secretary-General Ahmad Al 
Bashaireh. 

The Ministry of Higher Educa- 
tion is entrusted with the task of 
arranging acceptances for at least 
300 Jordanian students annually 
at Egyptian universities in 
accordance with a bilateral agree- 
ment. But this year only 120 
Jordanians applied; their names 
have been sent to Cairo for 
approval by the concerned au- 
thorities there, according to 
ministry officials here. They said 
that at least 3,000 Jordanian stu- 
dents were currently enrolled at 
Egyptian universities. 

Bashaireh said in a statement 
to the Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, Friday that the Ministry of 
Higher Education was doing all it 
can to speed up the acceptance of 
the Jordanian students. 

Bashaireh 's statement followed 
reports from Cairo that Jordanian 


students were being barred from 
entering Egypt. The Egyptian 
embassy in Amman has been 
approached by the foreign minis- 
try to facilitate procedures for the 
students; the cultural attache at 
the embassy said that he was in 
contact with Cairo over the issue. 

But, according to a report by 
Associated Press (AP) agency 
from Cairo quoting Egyptian 
education ministry officials, stu- 
dents from Jordan, Iraq. Yemen, 
Palestinians and Sudan will not 
be allowed to continue their high- 
er education at Egyptian universi- 
ties. 

The report said the Egyptian 
authorities justified the decision 
by saying that these students 
come from countries winch are 
supportive of Iraq, and their pre- 
sence in Egypt was a possible 
security risk. Arabs and other 
foreigners normally pay about 
ST3L _ year to the Egyptian gov- 
ernment in return for acceptance 
at Egyptian universities. This 
does no: include the tuition. 

According to the Cairo report, 
students already enrolled will not 
be dropped, but those applying 
for the first time will not be 
allowed entry and enrollment. 


King congratulates Austria 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Thursday sent a 
cable to Austrian President Kurt Waldheim, congratulating him on 
his country’s national day and wishing him continued good health 

and happiness and the Austrian people further progress and 
prosperity. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

Tbe following listings ere compiled from monthiy bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify tbe listed 
time and place with tbe concerned institutions. 


tr Open studio and workshop for artist Zarn displaying 

P o inti n g s , sentpan e s and hand-painted fabrics. Location: off 
2nd Circle, opposite Rosenthal (%3M:30 and 3:30-6:30). 

ft Exhibition entitled “Science and Technology Parks" al the 
British CoondL 


* Itolfitn tBu entitled “H campkMte” at Hays Art Centre- — 7 JO 

p.m. 

ft Opera fflm festival (organised Jointly by Goethe iwaftnt* and 
(he British CoancO and Introduced in Arable and F»* g«**- br 
Nad Rnhdbtti at the British Gxmcfl); Saturday Gisstou 
Venn's “La Trartata” wffl be screened at 8:00 pjnT^ 


l 
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Racism or 
hypocrisy? 


THE MOST recent U.N. Security Council Resolution, 
Number 673, on the Jerusalem massacre that took place two 
weeks ago is in essence a kid glove approach to naked Israeli 
defiance of the council's earlier resolution. Number 672, 
which called for the dispatch of a U.N. fact-finding mission 
to Investigate the atrocity. The text of the new resolution is 
so weak that it just appeals to Tel Aviv to reconsider its 
rejection of Resolution 672. In it, there is not the slightest 
hint that sanctions of any kind would be applied against 
Israel should the Shamir government persist in flouting the 
will of the international community. This is all of course in 
marked contrast with the council's approach to the Gulf 
crisis where the U.N. viewed its series of resolutions on the 
Kuwaiti situation as sacred decisions requiring full and 
faithful implementation by Iraq at the risk of not only total 
economic blockade but also war. 

There is no denying that the Gulf crisis is distinguishable 
from the Jerusalem massacre in which tens of Palestinians 
were shot to death in cold Mood by Israeli soldiers. But the 
heart of the matter in both cases is the same, except perhaps 
in that Jerusalem has now been an occupied and annexed 
dty not for weeks but for more than two decades. Moreover 
Security Council resolutions are equally Mnding. 

It wbukl be interesting to pop how the Security Council 
is going to oeal with Israel's latest rejection of yet another 
resolution on the Jerusalem massacre. Now that Tel Aviv 
has openly declared to friend and foe alike that it will simply 
ignore Resolution 673 as it did to Resolution 672 before it is 
up to the permanent members of the council to show the 
world how deep its commitment to its own resolutions in fact 
Is. The least we should expect from the council under the 
circumstances is to be self-respecting enough to apply 
sanctions equally vehemently against Israel. 

And as if it was not sufficient for Washington to veto any 
language in Resolution 673 that would even hint that such 
sanctions might be contemplated, it has also approved 
recently another fat aid package to Israel that topped last 
year’s by no less than $700 million. No wonder then that Tel 
Aviv feels confident enough to stand op to anything that the 
UX decides. 

President Bush had personally appealed to Shamir to 
accept tiie U.N. fact-finding mission before SCR 673 was 
adopted, bathe was rebuffed. How, with this in mind, could 
anyone expect Saddam Hnssein to trust the Americans with 
ever pursuing a fair and objective policy towards the Arabs, 
we do not know. What we are positive about, however, is 
that if a Bush appeal, as opposed to threats, was directed 
towards Saddam the response would have been so much 
different. Alas, the American president & co. do not want to 
bear of such difference — not in nuance but of substance. 
Shoot the aggressor if he is Arab. Pat him on the back if be is 
Israeli or Jewish. This is the lowest form of racism that any 
American can practise. It is not just double standards. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


BY IMPOSING a siege on die occupied Arab territories, the 
Israelis have completed toe chain of “siege conspiracy” imposed 
first on Iraq, then Jordan &uU ‘~ter on the occupied Arab lands, 
said Al Ra'i Arabic daily. The siege on the Arab towns in the 
Israeli-held territories forms the most severe action yet to be 
taken by the Zionists and coukl result in an allout unprecedented 
confrontation in the life of the intifada, toe paper said. While this 
is happening, toe American administration is trying to busy itself 
with toe futile debate at the Security Council to convince Israel to 
accept Resolution 672, which has been rejected by the Israeli 
government in defiance of toe international legitimacy which toe 
United States was pretending to protect and uphold, the paper 
continued. Washington, said toe paper, did not of course 
remember and does not want to remember toe kind of interna- 
tional legitimacy which it resorted to in order to secure Security 
Council sanctions on Iraq when it comes to toe on-going atrocities 
in toe Arab territories. The sieges on toe occupied Arab 
territories and Iraq are closely linked, and toe one imposed on 
Jordan is intended to force this country to kneel and succumb to 
the will of toe foreign powers and accept their presence in toe 
Arab lands, added toe paper. This dangerous situation, said toe 
paper, calls for vigilance on Jbe part of toe Arab countries and 
requires a concerted effort not only to end toe siege on Iraq and 
Jordan but also to extend a helping hand to the Palestinians to 
help them determine their own future on their liberated land. 


A COLUMNIST in Al Ra'i daily urges the concerned authorities 
to be flexible in dealing with toe question of energy-saving 
measures and in applying government orders to cut down on 
energy spending. Sriah Abdul Samad admits that there is real 
need to reduce energy consumption, but toe measures being 
applied on the streets are not effective. The writer notes that 
public safety requirements warrant that all streets are reasonably 
lit, but not dark as is the case in many of the streets in the poor 
districts. Bends and curves in the road specially require strong 
fight so that no road accidents can occur, he adds. In some cases 
the authorities have removed lamps from streets which are 
already poorly lit making the place dark and bleak and not saving 
-much of energy, toe writer continues. “We do not want to see 
dark streets becoming darker lest we do harm to public safety, 
and no one would benefit should unpleasant things happen to 
people in the dark," he said. By lighting the streets reasonably 
enough the authorities will be contributing to providing protec- 
tion and safety to the public, he said. 
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In search of an elegant solution 


By Izzat Dajani 

ELEGANCE is not a term 
restricted to style, fashion, 
general appearance or good 
looks. It best expresses toe 
outcome of successful negotia- 
tions whereby each party feels 
it has maximised its gains, 
maximised the adversary’s 
satisfaction in exchange for 
long-run returns, minimised 

conflict and ™inim;c^ person- 
al losses. Hence, the result is 
an “elegant solution,” a term 
devised by Harvard Professor 
David Koechle. 

The Gulf crisis is an ideal 
case wbereby a solution 
acceptable to all parties con- 
cerned is most needed to avoid 
a destructive war. In negotia- 
tions, the primary requirement 
is to identify toe key actors or 
players since the best course of 
action for each player depends 
on what other players do. Tins 
is toe baric rule in “game 
theory". “The Gulf crisis is 
currently a dispute between 
Iraq and the USA-led coali- 
tion. However, toe USA re- 
mains to be the key player in 
the conflict with almost no role 
for the Kuwaitis, though it is 
toe latter’s country that is dis- 
puted. It is then correct to 
assume that it is an American- 
| Iraqi dispute, trivialised by 
concentrating on personal con- 
flict as in Busb-Saddam. The 
issues involved are far greater 
, than personality cults, though 
these persons are key and their 
involement is essential in the 
search for an elegant solution. 

One of the main obstacles in 
toe Gulf crisis has been the 
American response. The USA 
demanded the immediate and 
unconditional withdrawal of 
the Iraqi troops. It led a coali- 
tion in cornering Iraq and mak- 
ing it impossible for toe latter 
to withdraw. The USA tons 
assumed a zero-sum option. 
This is extremely hazardous 
and is usually toe final resolve 
when negotiations break. Yet 
toe USA opted for this from 
the begining. It is worthy to 
note here that the strategy of 
pure conflict precludes any 
meeting of the minds, whereas 
the strategy of coordination 
involves trying to understand 
toe other’s point of view, sear- 
ching for shared clues. Iraq 
tried to counter-attack this 
zero-sum option by offering 
some concessions such as toe 
release of a number of Euro- 
peans and Americans, trapped 


in Kuwait and Iraq, and 
announcing its early intentions 
of withdrawing from Kuwait. It 
also offered a withdrawal in 
exchange for the withdrawal of 
Israe.l from the occupied 
Palestinian territory, and Israel 
and Syria from Lebanon. 
Though concessions are impor- 
tant symbolically as indicators 
of where expectations should 
converge, the USA insisted on 
a restrictive agenda of Iraq's 
withdrawal from Kuwait, as it 
is unable to negotiate certain 
points where Israel is involved 
and in face of the powerful 
Israeli lobby AIPAC in the 
U.S. Another point to add 
here is that a negotiator's art 
must include an ability to anti- 
cipate toe other side's decision- 
making process, and hopefully 
to influence it. This means 
taking into account contrasts In 
the “culture" of decision- 
making, as well as their per- 
sonal styles. In our opinion, 
both Iraq and the U.S scored 
badly here. Iraq failed to influ- 
ence the Americans by pro- 
longing its messages and mak- 
ing them too long for the other 
party to follow. It thus allowed 
its opposition to use certain 
excerpts leading to toe loss of 
the message. The Iraqi attitude 
carried great emotions with it, 
factors not viewed favourably 
in toe West. On toe other hand 
the U.S. failed to understand 
the emotional commitment of 
toe Iraqi people behind their 
leadership. Also it failed to 
appreciate the influence of va- 
rious members of the Iraqi 
Revolutionary Council on the 
decision-making. Again the 
American mesage is lost in the 
dark tunnel of the unknown. 

The U.S. is employing what 
is known as “competitive tac- 
tics*' by imposing time pressure 
and appearing firm. Its high 
demands and very slow conces- 
sions are motivated by concern 
about position loss and image 
loss. It is concerned about its 
constituents and allies if it be- 
gins to look weak. There seems 
to be a complete lack of con- 
cessional exchange and prob- 
lem solving discussions, where- 
by in the former, both Iraq and 
U.S. need to move toward one 
another on a single dimension 
or swap concessions on diffe- 
rent dimensions. In toe latter, 
they both need to share in- 
formation about goals and 
priorities in search of an option 
that will satisfy both parties' 
needs, i.e. integrative agr ee - 


U.S., Israel do not 
see eye-to-eye 


By Alan Eisner 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON, — Israel's rela- 
tionship with the United States, 
its guardian ally, has degenerated 
into a bitter slanging match, caus- 
ing serous concern to officials on 
both sides. 

Israeli diplomats and U.S. offi- 
cials who had argued for months 
that toe relationship was merely 
passing through one of its 
periodic bumpy periods, with no- 
thing fundamentally wrong, have 
now dropped that pretence. 

“Let’s face it, trust and confi- 
dence on both sides have been 
degraded to the point that chan- 
nels of communication are just 
not functioning.” a Bush adminis- 
tration official said. 

“With toe current cast of char- 
acters on either side. I just don’t 
see things returning to an even 
keel very quickly." 

An Israeli source complained: 
“It's as if we were broadcasting 
on different wavelengths. There 
seems to be no understanding of 
our viewpoint at all.” 

Officials on both sides now 
acknowledge what has been 
hinted at for months: President 
Geroge Bush and Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir cannot 
abide each other. 

Secretary of State James Baker 
and Israeli Foreign Minister 
David Levy, after a promising 
start, also distrust one another 
and avoid personal contact. 

An American Jewish leader 
who has watched with dismay as 
the situation has deteriorated 
over the past two years said: 
“personal relations between Bush 
and Shamir and between Baker 
and Levy are awful. 

“There is a complete lack of 
trust in both directions and there 
is no sign of an end to it. We are 
talking about a problem that will 
endure.” 

Officials on both sides say they 
would like to make a fresh start. 
They emphasise the imprtance of 
returning to private diplomatic 
exchanges. 

In the current inflamed situa- 
tion, that may be difficult. De- 
spite agreeing earlier this week to 
stop leaks of confidential bilateral 
communications, the Israelis 


promptly leaked Bush’s latest 
message to Shamir. 

How did relations reach their 
current low point? 

There have always been differ- 
ences over toe Arab-Israeli peace 
process and Israel’s policy of 
building settlements in occupied 
Arab territories. 

But under former President 
Ronald Reagan, who saw Israel 
as a bulwark against Soviet influ- 
ence in toe Middle East, such 
disagreements were oversha- 
dowed by a deep personal com- 
mitment to the well-being of the 
.Jewish state. 

Bush and especially Baker — 
who has never visited Israel and 
shows no sign of wanting to — 
dearly do not share this gut feel- 
ing of sympathy and solidarity 
with the Jewish state. 

Meanwhile, Israel's strategic 
importance has been diluted by 
the end of toe cold war. 

Boiling point came earlier this 
month wtto the killings in Jeru- 
salem by Israeli police of at least 
17 Palestinians, during a demon- 
stration by Palestinians in which 
Jewish worshippers were attack- • 
ed with stones. 

Bush’s anger at what he re- 
garded as Israel's excessive use of 
force was combined with deep 
annoyance that Israel had — as 
Baker said in a letter to Levy — 
played into toe bands of Iraqi 
leader Saddam Hussein by allow- 
ing Mm to shift worid attention 
from toe Gulf to Jerusalem 

Anxious to preserve the inter- 
national coalition against Iraq — • 
especially its Arab components' 
— the United States cast two 
votes against Israel in quick sac-, 
cession in the United Nations 
Security Council. 

The second vote earlier this 
week, deploring Israel’s refusal to 
accept a U.N. team to investigate 
the Jerusalem incident, hit 
Israelis especially hard. 

They took it :o mean there 
were almost no limits as to how 
far Washington would go to pla- 
cate Arab allies and maintain the 
united front against Saddam. 

"The first vote we could under- 
stand even if we did not agree 
with it.” an Israeli source said. 
“But the second is merely 


meat. 

This brings us to an impor- 
tant issue in complex negotia- 
tions: third party intervention. 
It usually has the function of 
resolving a difficult con- 
troversy that is dangerous to 
continue. It is toe process 
known as “mediation.” France 
and the Soviet Union seem to 
be the most suitable to assume 
this role. Britain’s attitude, 
best looked at as pathetic, 
makes it an unacceptable 
mediator as is the case of many 
other nations. France's per- 
formance, in particular, is 
spectacular in this crisis. It 
managed to stand firm, upset 
all parties, please all paries, 
and yet earn everybody's re- 
spect and admiration. It under- 
stands the rules of toe game, 
diverts from them when it can, 
and sticks to them whenever 
the situation demands. France 
is now looked at favourably by 
the Iraqis. Americans Euro- 
peans (possibly excluding en- 
vious Britain), both Arab 
camps and Israel. The Soviet 
Union can carry the assurances 
that Iraq needs in its negotia- 
tions. Mediation is not an easy 
task by anybody’s standards, 
since toe mediators have vir- 
tually no power. If they make a 
suggestion for terms of settle- 
ment or if they express their 
own views regarding toe con- 
duct of toe parties, these ex- 
pressions carry no weight 
beyond toe force of their own 
persuasive impact. Mediators 
need here to identify the de- 
mands and put them in cate- 
gories, a process that involves 
placement of priorities, some 
demands being more impor- 
tant than others. These in- 
clude: the withdrawal of Iraq 
from most Kuwaiti territory; 
toe fate of toe Al-Sabah fami- 
ly; the size of the future 
Kuwaiti army; Iraq's method 
of control over the strategic 
islands under dispute; the Re- 
mefla oil field; the withdrawal 
of aD foreign troops from Saudi 
Arabia and the other Gulf 
states; the presence of an 
“Arab” peace keeping mission 
along the Iraq-Kuwait border; 
the abolition of all Security 
Council resolutions against 
Iraq; the start of negotiations, 
iinder an international umbrel- 
la, to secure Israeli withdrawal 
and the establishment of a 
Palestinian state; Syrian Leba- 
non; and so ■ on. Thus -the 
mediators hdve a" tremendous 
task in categorising all the re- 


lated and tackling them 

in order of priority, ensuring 
that the agenda remains res- 
trictive, in order not to get lost 
in too much a-detail and too 
wide an-issue. 

An important function of 
mediation remains to help take 
- heat off the parties- It may also 
allow some heat to develop 
because it may promote settle- 
ment. However, mediators 
need somehow to learn the 
Wynits beyond which the sides 
will not go. As most mediators 
will not recommend settlement 
terms unless asked to do so by 
the parties it is estimated in 
th « crisis that mediators, such 
as France with great reliance 
on responsibly-led countries 
such ' as Jordan, will inject 
viewpoints into toe negotia- 
tions malting them more effec- 
tive. Such injections might be 
critical for face-saving and nar- 
rowing the issues. Hence, 
while mediators have no power 
to force parties to settle, they 
can exert strong influence. 

This leads us to a vital ele- 
ment in the current crisis that 
needs discussion.* This is the 
issue of entrapment. To exem- 
plify tius, one type of conflict 
in which entrapment common- 
ly occurs is an “auction” in 
which bidding typically esca- 
lates at increasing cost to the 
participants. Gambling, simi- 
larly, is another conflict situa- 
tion in which entrapment is 
likely to occur — particularly 
when the gambler wishes to 
recoup losses be has already 
incurred and therefore decides 
to roll tiie dice “just one more 
time.” In both examples,- the 
vital parameter is “time” 
which can be an investment 
and an expense. The passage 
of time is an investment to toe 
extent that it is seen as increas- 
ing the likelihood of goal 
attainment, as found by Pro- 
fessor J. Rubin of Tuffs Uni- 
versity. Iraq thus feels that 
time is on its ride and eventual- 
ly the international community 
will accept its annexation of 
Kuwait. However, as time pas- 
ses, the cost associated with 
continued waiting increases, 
but so does the presumed pro- 
ximity to the goal. Hence, the 
greater the passage of time, toe 
greater the pressure to act de- 
cisively — either by withdraw- 
ing or by committing itself to 

remain in. the situation. The 

dahger Kes when the decision 
to wait has been made, the 
. tendency to approach increases 


administration as it had prior 

more rapidly than the tenoeKy knowledge of Iraq * uummeot 

to avoid and entrapment be- Kuwait but opted 

comes likely to ocrar. The ^ent! ft. appears 

U S. became that theU.S. encouraged Iraq 
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and safeguard Israel s security 
and best interests. The Amer- 
ican economy Is in shambles 
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nf Kuwait, and Hence, the U.S. has vmi in- 


to annexation of Kuwait, and H^e, . 

the longer it holds to Kuwait, terests “jjgurt 

the moreits defiance and the sohroon.lt needs to consider 


greater its entrapment. The 
main consolation he re fet faatas 
both parties are entrapped, 
there is more likelihood that 
both have vested interest in 
some meansnre of conciliation 
within a time frame to get out 
of this and reach a working 
solution. 

Roger Fisher in his book 
“Getting to Yes” wrote about 
a vital element in negotiations 
called BATNA (Best Alteroa- ' 
five to a Negotiated Agree- 
ment). BATNA is a measure 
for agreements that will pro- 
tect one against accepting an 
agreement it should reject, or 
rejecting an agreement it 
thwiW accept. It is a standard 
against which any proposed 
agreement should be mea- 
sured. BATNA gfyes one the 
advantage of being flexible 
enough to permit the explora- 
tion of imag inative solutions 
which migh t meet one's bot- 
tom fine and satisfy its in- 
terests. Each party must have 
carefully thought about what 
other alternatives there are if it 
fails to reach an a g reement — 
having no other alternatives in 
mind is like negotiating with 
dosed eyes. It must be noted 
that tiie better your BATNA, 
tiie greater your power. Iraq 
needs to consider the U.S.'s 
BATNA. It needs to think 
about tiie alternatives that the 
U.S. might have, it needs to 
convert toe most pro m ising 
into practical options and 
select tentatively the option 
that seems the best. The U-S. 
is in a tricky situation. There is 
rising concern about the real 


its BATNA. 

' Finally, OUT hope is that both 
Iraq and the U.S. consider 
their many negotiating* op- 
tions. They need to come to 
terms with identifying the 

“possible” and categorising it 
above the “ideal.” It is after all 
we who live in the worid of the 
possible that is fax away from 
an y ideal. In this article, we did 
not recommend any one solu- 
tion, but we drew a plan of 
differe nt negotiating scenarios 
so as to reach elegant solution, 
the elements of which would 
include: 

— The solution is better 
tb»n any party’s BATNA 

— All relevant parties are 
committed to making the solu- 
tion work. 

— The solution produces a 
good working relationship. 

— The solution is appropri- 
ate to long term goals. 

— The solution is feasible ' 
for implementation. 

— There is clear understand- 
ing between parties as to the 
meaning of the solution. 

— No joint interests are 
remaining to be addressed. 

— The process by which 
agreement was achieved is 
seen by all parties to have been 
fur. 

May 1 leave you with the 
following excerpt by Jeffrey 1 
pfeffer in “Power in Organisa- 
tions:” 


that seems the best. The U.S. ‘‘Power is • perpetuated 
is in a tricky situation. There is- • t h rough cum wll ttoit, 
rising concern about the real although commitment cre- 
and true motive behind hr iffwm ate resistance to 
volvemeat in tiie Guff. “Ira- • change. It Is hard to go back 
neate” is becomine an issue ”**on choices •• 


qgate” is becoming an issue 
♦hat is likely to embarrass tiie 
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pandering to Arab extremists and anyay.” 

inviting more and more anti- Israel's position in Congress 
Israel resolutions. remains strong. Its annual three 

“Eventually, the United States billion-dollar aid allocation was 


anyay.” ... week and there were overwhelm- remains a factor the Bush admi- 

IsraeFs portion in Congress , ing votes to grant it more military nistratiori cannot ignore, 
remains strong. Its annual three aid to help it face the new Iraqi although its leaders are muting 
WfiOTKfollar rid allocation was threat. their criticism of the president 
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will be forced to use its veto, approved by a large majority this The A merican Jewish lobby during toe Guff crisis. 

Americans ‘plumb fed up’ 
with Washington politics 


By Scott McCartney President George Bush has out- 
Assodatcd Press raged many voters in advance of 

the Nov. 6 elections, the district 
MESQUITE, Texas — Retired of Columbia is dismissed as 
sheet metal worker Ben McAbee district of contempt. 


added. I blame the people in millionaires in there, and they 
Congress. They’re afl basically a don’t care about the working 
bunch of jokers.” man.” 

Tm not going to vote for a “As far as poin ting fingers, I 


knows politics is rarely pretty, but 
lately, he' says, what’s been going 


single incumbent/ 


> vote for a “As far as pointing fingers, I 
said Tomas think it’s everybody’s fault,” said 


on in Washington has been dow- and start over,” said Don Hart, 
aright disgusting. who was r unning errands last 

“I thi nk people are getting week in downtown Traverse City, 
plumb fed up with it,” McAbee Michigan ‘“Disgusted’ isn’t the 


said. 

From California, where 20- 
year-old Monique Osborne said 


word. ‘Mad’ would be a better 
one.” 

Many everyday Americans in- 


sixnply, “I think it’s way bad,” to terviewed around the country this 
Maryland, where Vincent Broco week said they were following tiie 
described toe U.S. government as budget battle closely, and didn’t 
a “circus,” anti- Washington like what they .saw. From Bush 


sentiment is running deeper than 
toe defidL 

In Tampa, Florida, there’s a 
group called “throw the rascals 
out.” Radio call-in shows across 
the country hear strong anti- 
Washington sentiments. The 
Albuquerque (New Mexico) Tri- 


TTiey would have to dean Martinez, a 'New Mexico state Art McArdle, who administers a 
Washington nght out completely government deric who lives in surveyor’s apprenticeship nrofr 
and start over,” said Don Hart. Albuquerque. “I think it’s time to ramme in Oakland Criifoniii 
who was rumrag errands last m others a chance. ...Maybe “It’s an appalling 'situation. I 
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34-year-old commercial real veyed said toe country is on toe Sok 


down, no one appeared immune 
to wrath. Pofiticisus’ perform- 
ances seem to have gotten worse 


"Fm pretty upset about it 
actually,” said Neil Tucker, a 
34-year-old commercial real 
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readers wbo want td complain, elect (fc£ 
Newspaper ads have Suggested and they 
that all incumbents be tossed their spe 
overboard. re-electe 

The showdown over a new victions. 
budget between Congress and “1 bla 


elect toft* people to represent us The’ve got no respect for us 
and they’re more concerned with and we’ve got no respect for 
their special interests and getting them,” said farmer David Guise 
re-elected than voting their con- who runs a fruit stand outsirfe 
victions." Dallas. “It’s a helluva mess 

“I blame leadership," Tucker Washington has got too many 


They’re talking about increasing 
tiie cost of medicare? They sould 
decrease it 

**I dob’t link it will ever be 
straightened out. I have grandJ 
fhhfhen, and I worry about that 
rooget deficit for them.” 
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First call for children — a world responsibility 
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By Serene Hatesa 

Speaal to the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — “Our children 
must be given a better fixture. 
These innocent dependent 
sods should have a fife of joy 
and peace,” Her Majesty 
Oases Noor said, upon her 
return from the World S ummit 
for Children that was held in 
New York last month. The 
sum mit , intended to secure the 
rights of children and to reduce 
child mortality estimated by 
die United Natio ns Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF) to be 40,000 
drikken a day, was attended 
by 75 beads of states. It was 
organised by six countries: 
C anada , Sweden, Pakistan, 
Mali, Mexico and Egypt. 

During the summit, world 
leaders were required to sign a 
con v e n t i on on the rights of 
children which had come into 
effect Sept. 2, 1990 as binding 
international law. Many coun- 
tries signed it, including Jor- 
dan, making it the fastest hu- 
man rights convention to be- 
came law. “As representative 
of His Majesty King Hussein, I 
signed the convention. There 
was a child witness from «»-*i 
country who also signed it. A 
Jordanian child witnessed my 
s ig ning it,” Her Majesty told 


Her Majesty Queen Noor talks about the World Summit on Children 


the Jordan Times in an exclu- 
sive interview. She also 
that “...tire government of Jor- 
dan has endorsed the conven- 
tion. I anticipate that it wQI 
soon be incorporated in die 
Jordanian legislature." Asked 
what measures will be taken if 
any of the countries that signed 
the eovention violated the 
rights of its children, the 
Queen sakl, “there is no disci- 
plinary force, the beads of 
states wifi have to answer to 
their people and the 
organs of the international 
community." 

The Queen was very im- 
pressed by die summit's emph- 
asis on giving children a first 
priority in what she referred to 
as its motto “first caQ for chil- 
dren.” “First call for children 
Should also ind i Mk nwimwl 
resources. First call on the 
commitment of res our ces in 
the international community 
should be to address the under- 
lying causes of children’s suf- 
fering," the Queen noted. 

According to Queen Noor, 
the summit’s nature did not 
allow for special discussions of 
the Middle East, since a wn ww 
themes which include e n s urin g 
child survival, protecting chil- 
dren, and enhiwwing rhfid de- 
velopment were the focus of 
discussions in the summi t 
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it?” said Prime Minister Sheikh 
Saad AI Abdullah A1 Subah, 
according to the Saudi daily Al 
Sharq Al AwsaL 
“As a citizen and responsible 
official, I am ready to sacrifice 
everything for the sake of regain- 
ing my land and liberating it, and 
that is bow each ordinary Kuwaiti 
thinks,” Sheikh Saad, who is also 
die crown prince, was reported as 

. According to the newspaper. 
Sheikh Saad left the door open 
for negotiations with Iraq on dis- 
puted islands, but only after its 


Primakov convinced of prospects 
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France and Britain recently. 

Abdul Megirid said the Soviet en- 
voy does not appear to be trying 
• to mediate between Iraq and 
other Arab countries. 

“I don’t think he (Primakov) is 
on a mission of mediation be- 
tween Arab countries and Iraq,” 
Abdul Meguid told reporters. 

• “He’s trying to find a peaceful 
solution and to avert war, and we 
are all attempting that.” 

^ On his earlier visit to Baghdad, 

P rimako v reportedly persuaded 
Iraq to allow evacuation of an 
estimated 5,000 Soviet citizens 
stranded in Iraq. 

Primakov is expected to visit 
Saudi Arabia. 

On Wednesday, Primakov re- 
fused to say if Iraq had offered a 
partial withdrawal from Kuwait. 

“I am not a messenger,” he 
told Reuters Wednesday when 
asked if he would deliver Sadda m 
messages from Western and Arab 
states he visited in recent weeks. 

' Mubarak has proposed an all- 
Arab defence arrangement for 
the Gulf region after the Gulf 


crisis is settled, published reports 
said Friday. 

Non-Arab countries “should 
only help in supplying arms that 
are requested,” the Egyptian 
leader said in statements carried 
by the Gulf papers, Bahrain's 
Akhbar Al Khaleej and the Un- 
ited Arab Emirate's Al Khaleej. 

Mubarak reportedly made the 
comments to Egyptian editors on 
the conclusion of a four-day Gulf 
tour which took him to Sandi 
Arabia, the United Arab Emi- 
rates, Qatar and Oman. 

Mubarak reportedly made the 
proposal to Gulf leaders. 

He also told them that “Egypt 
was fully prepared to coop era t e 
with than on whatever visualisa- 
tion” they agreed upon for the 
post-crisis security arrang e ment s 
of the region. 

The Gulf reports quoted 
Mubarak as offering Saudi Ara- 
bia an additional armoured bri- 
gade and warplanes, including 
U.S.-made F-l6s and French- 
made Mirages. 


None the less the Queen stres- 
sed that many countries, in- 
cluding Jordan, presented their 
points on cfafldrea in document 
form. Her Majesty also said 
that the Tunisian representa- 
tive in the summit read a state- 
mem derived from the declara- 
tion of the Arab child, which 
#as drafted in Tunis. "It (the 
declaration) highlighted the 
need to protect the children of 
the intifada, Lebanon and 
other war stricken areas in the 
region against the scourges and 
pains of wars and armed con- 
flicts," Queen Noor said. 

The Queen also said that she 
was able to meet privately with 
heads of state to discuss the 
Jordanian position in specific 
and the Middle East region in 
general in regards to children. 
"Through private conversa- 
tions with heads of state, I was 
able to specifically address the 
very special situation of chil- 
dren not only in Jordan but in 
the region," the Queen said. 

Her Majesty also divmsed 
the recent Golf crisis and the 
need to reach a peaceful settle- 
ment to the crisis in order to 
ens ure the welfare of the re- 
gion and the world. "Children 
not only in the Middle East but 
all over the world will be 
affected. Jordan, politically, 
has been trying to emp h as is e 


that the escalation of the ten- 
sion in the area is dangerous, 
not only because it is having a 
devastating effect on Jordan 
and the Middle East region, 
but also repercussions on other 
countries, especially those of 
the developing world," the 
Queen said. Her Majesty also 
pointed out the effect the Un- 
ited Nations embargo against 
Iraq, had on Jordan’s eco- 
nomy. "Those to whom I 
spoke and with whom Z discus- 
sed the impact of the embargo 
on our children were all very 
much concerned about the cri- 
sis, and were very receptive to 
our point of view," tbe Queen 
said. 

Queen Noor also tackled tbe 
problem of the evacuees who 
fled Kuwait to Jordan after 
Aug. 2 invasion. "Many were 
surprised by the econ om ic bur- 
den tbe evacuees had on the 
resources is Jordan. There was 
general ignorance of what Jor- 
dan had committed itself to. 
Jordan has given so much with- 
out any meaningful compensa- 
tion," Her Majesty said. 
Queen Noor also praised the 
role of Jordanians in lending a 
hand to tbe plight of tbe eva- 
cuees. "The whole of Jordan 
bad sought to care for these 
desperate people. They have 
sacrificed to care for the eva- 


cuees," Her Majesty said. 

Queen Noor expressed a 
wish :o hold a follow-up chil- 
dren’s soman: "to see what has 
been done with the commit- 
ments of the summit." "I agree 
very much with the idea of a 
follow-up summit within cOuxt- 
tries to mark the first 
anniversary." tbe Queen said. 
Her Majesty also suggested 
that Jordan bold its own eva- 
luation on "wha: we have 
achieved." 

If such a follow-up summit is 
held and children from Jordan 
arc asked to participate, the 
Queen said Jordan wiD re- 
spond favourably to such a 
request. Her Majesty also said 
she was proud cf all Jordanian 
children, especially in the way 
they have expressed tbeir com- 
mitment to peace in tbe region. 
“It was mentioned many tunes, 
and many people noticed die 
strong y earing cf Jordanian 
children for peace and stabil- 
ity,” the Queen said. Queen 
Noor also praised the abilities 
of Jordanian children in com- 
prehending the problems of 
the region. “The childr en are 
very articulate and politically 
aware. They are also very 
knowledgeable and sensitive, 
and have a great deal to offer," 
Her Majesty said. 

Queen Noor also noted that 


Jordan was chosen as one of 
three countires to represent 
the region in the Education for 
All Conference taking place in 
Thailand. “We have the high- 
est literacy rate in the region, 
tbe hi gh«t immunisati o n rate, 

the lowest child mortality rate, 
and the superior diarrhoea cont- 
rol. We are also considered a 
superior model in primary 
school enrollment, for males 
and females," the Queen said. 
Her Majesty then added, (hat 
Jordan's situation has been 
affected by today’s crisis, and 
that i: should work harder to 
face tbe chailanges to sustain 
and improve the progress Jor- 
dan has been witnessing. “UN- 
ICEF has already reported an 
increase of malnourished chil- 
dren. There is a fear of an 
increase in tbe drop-out rate of 
girls in primary schools, a de- 
crease in females who seek out 
prenatal help, and a decrease 
in the number of women who 
are left unattended during 
labour and birth," the Queen 
noted. 

“...We should strive to give 
our children a chance to live in 
peace and harmony, and to 
mature in security and stabil- 
ity," Oueen Noor concluded, 
echoing a message by His 
Majesty King Hussein at tbe 
World Summit for Children. 



withdrawal from his country, 
according to reports published 
Friday. 

Asked about die f u t ur e of War- 
bah and Bubiyan islands, which 
have long beat sought by Iraq, 
Sheikh yi/i “there <*•*> be 
no talk with the aggressor on our 
land and people as long as his 
forces occupy our country.” 

He added that any dialogue 
would have to be within a pan- 
Arab framework tinder the all- 
spices of the Arab League. 

Iraqs has claimed tbe two is- 
lands to give it an expanded 
outlet to the Gulf, and unsuccess- 
fully tried to lease them during 
the eight-year Gulf war. 


Beirut 

(Continued from page 1) 

to be carried out “in the co min g 
few days.” 

Tbe minister said three Palesti- 
nian refugee camps would not be 
included in tbe plan, but Palesti- 
nian aims would not be allowed 
outside the shantytowns. 

In other Lebanon-relaxed de- 
velopment: 

— The Palestine Liberation 
Organiation (FLO) condemned 
the United Stales Thursday for 
saying Palestinian groups ip 
Lebanon should be disbanded as 
part of the Taif peace plan. 

“The PLO. vigorously con- 
demns thi« U.S. interference in a 
Palestioian-Syrian-Lebanese 
affair," the PLO news agency 
WAFA said, quoting an official 
source. 

Tbe U.S, ambassador to Syria, 
Edward Djerepan, (old a news 
briefing Wednesday that Palesti- 
nian armed groups to 
under the Taif peace agreement. 

WAFA said Djerejian had “set 
himself up as U.S. high commis- 
sioner for Syria and Lebanon and 
interfered in defining tbe quality 
of the Palestinian presence in 
Lebanon.” 

— The Middle East Council of 
Churches Friday appealed for the 
reconciliation of the Christian 
and Muslim communities of 
Lebanon. 

Tbe statement was issued fol- 
lowing the Ocl 13 defeat of the 
mutiny by Lebanon’s Christian 
army commander Michel Aoun 
and the reunification of the 
Christian and MusEm sectors of 
Beirut. 

— Lebanon’s Maronite Catho- 
lic Ctnncb Thursday demanded the 
release of rebel officers detained 
by the Syrian army after the 
defeat of Aoun. 

— Israeli Foreign Minister 
David Levy warned Syria Thurs- 
day not to jeopardise Israeli “in- 
terests” in Lebanon. 


Admiral predicts 6-month war 

( Continued from page I) 


Israelis can shoot protesters 


Asked if the United States has 
the political will for such casual- 
ties be said, “Only if we do tins 
rather quickly. That is if we go in 
and have some success 

and then can see the termination 
by say five or six mouths.” 

“The U.S. will simply not stand 
for another Vietnam operation," 
Laroque said. 

In other Gulf-related develop- 
ments: 

— Iraq’s chemical warfare 
capability is exaggerated and 
Saudi Arabia has the potential to 
repel any attack, a Sandi general 
was quoted as saying on Friday. 

“As a military man who has 
been in the army for more than 20 
years, 1 tell you honestly that 
Iraq's chemical weapons are not 
as people imagine," Major 
General Tnrki Ben Hudeijan was 
quoted as saying by the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) newspap- 
er Al Bayan. 

“The Saudi forces and the joint 
troops have technical capability 
to shoot down any Iraqi target 
carrying such materials whether 
through aircraft, missiles or any 
other means,” he said. 

Hudeijan is tbe commander of 
the 10,000-strong joint Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
troops currently stationed in 
northern Sa udi Arabia. 

— Former British Prime Minis- 
ter Edward Heath, who met with 
Saddam Hussein earlier this 
week, has reportedly told British 
legislators that the Iraqi President 
told him be is ready to use che- 
mical weapons if attacked. 

Press Association, Britain’s 
domestic news agency, reported 
that Heath was understood to 
have made bis remarks to a group 
of rank-and-file Conservative 
Party lawmakers at a private 
meeting Thursday. 

“Mr. Heath is said to have 
expressed tbe view that tbe Iraqi 


leader was ruthless, cold and 
calculating, but not mad.” Press 
Association reported. 

Heath “is understood to have 
told them (the lawmakers) that 
Saddam Hussein had warned that 
the West should not attack Iraq 
and that he was prepared to use 
chemical weapons and to in-treat 
hostages." Press Association re- 
ported. 

Health, 74. who was Conserva- 
tive prime mini«a<»r from 1970 to 
1974, met with Saddam in Bagh- 
dad Sunday and negotiated tbe 
release of 40 British passport 
holders. 

Heath returned to Britain with 
the freed Britons, most of them 
sick and elderly men. Wednes- 
day. 

Heath met ith Foreign Secret- 
ary Douglas Hurd at Hurd’s re- 
quest for 30 minutes Thursday 
night to discuss the Baghdad 
meeting but no details of what 
was said were revealed. 

Heath undertook his Baghdad 
trip as a private individual with- 
out government backing. 

— German Foreign Minister 
Hans-Dictrich Genscfaer said Fri- 
day Iraq had offered to free 
Germans on a string of condi- 
tions, including a visit by him to 
Baghdad. 

After talks with Hurd in Halle, 
Germany, Genscfaer told repor- 
ters: “Iraq has said it would free 
German hostages on certain con- 
ditions." 

Asked if one condition was that 
Genscfaer visit Baghdad, he said: 
“This was one of them, but by no 
means tbe only one." 

Hurd, who met Gensdtcr on 
the eve of a special European 
Co mmuni ty (EC) summit in 
Rome, where the Gulf crisis is 
certain to be a major issue, reaf- 
firmed Britain’s view that a milit- 
ary solution could not be ruled 
out. 
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| under the prevailing conditions 
was justified,” it said. 

The inquiry criticised national 
and local police chiefs for failing 
I to act on information and send 
sufficient foces to the area where 
thousands of Arabs had gathered 
fearing ultra-nationalist Jews 
would attempt to lay a corner- 
stone for tbe building of a Jewish 
temple. 

It did not answer charges by 
Israeli and Palestinian human 
rights groups that police shot 
bursts of automatic fire rather 
than single, aimed rounds. 

Israeli and Palestinian human 
rights groups have a c cused tbe 
police of firing indiscriminately 
and without justification. 

Jonathan Kuttab of he Palesti- 
nian Al Haq human rights group 
called the report a whitewash. 

“I think the Palestinian com- 
munity expected a whitewash but 
this exceeds all our expecta- 
tions." he told Reuters. 

“The facts have been estab- 
lished to be inco n trovertible both 
by (TV) film and the testimony of 
witnesses but this so-called report 
ignores them." be said. 

Kuttab said the report did not 
tackle the use of automatic 
weapons against civilians, the fir- 
ing at fleeing Palestinians and a 
medical personnel and ambu- 
lances. 

Israeli leaders rebuffed tbe 
second condemnation in two 
weeks by the U.N. Security 
Council for tbe killings and play- 
ed down a growing rift with the 
United States. 

They again rejected the U.N. 
investigative mission, saying it 
would threaten Israeli 
“sovereignty" over Jerusalem. 

Foreign Minister David Levy 
.Thursday rejected the latest 
Security Council censure of Israel 


and urged the world to focus on 
enforcing U.N. demands that 
Iraq withdraw from Kuwait. 

Levy made tbe statement in a 
meeting with foreign diplomats a 
day after the Security Council 
criticised Israel for rejecting a 
U.N. investigation into die Oct. 8 
killing s. 

In the West Bank city of Nab- 
lus, tbe local branch of Fateh 
distributed a leaflet condemning 
attacks on Jews and saying that 
Jewish and Arab blood should 
not be spilled. 

“Blood is blood, with the same 
colour, and there is no difference 
in religions," it said. The leaflet 
was apparently meant to counter 
calk from Muslim fundamentalist 
groups for attacks on Israelis. 

Levy’s talk with diplomats, in- 
cluding U.S. Ambassador Wil- 


liam Brown, came in his first 
group meeting with heads of di- 
plomatic missions in Israel. The 
session was private but a Levy 
aide later quoted and summarised 
his statements. 

According to the aide. Levy 
told the ambassadors that Israei 
could not agree to a U.N. mission 
coming to investigate the killings 
since tbe resolution that ordered 
the probe was “biased." 

“It is prejudging Israel's guilt, 
ascertaining at the outset that 
Jerusalem is an occupied area and 
that ways should be found to 
protect the Palestinians. We can- 
not agree to that,” be was quoted 
as saying. 

Yossi Ben Aharon, director- 
general of Shamir’s office, also 
said that Israel would ignore the 
latest U.N. rebuke. 


Iraq said ready to discuss 


(Continued from page 1) 

beration Organisation (PLO) had 
arranged secret meetings this 
month between French and Iraqi 
officials to pave the way for a 
peaceful solution to tbe Gulf cri- 
sis. 

Al Tayeb Abdul Rahim, the 
PLO’s representative in Jordan, 
was quoted as saying by die AP 
that one such meeting was be- 
tween Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Tareq Aziz and Claude Chcys- 
son, a member of the European 
Parliament, last week. 

While Abdul Rahim said 
Cheysson, a former foreign 
minister, was a government 
enovy, the French ambassador to 
Amman denied that. 

The ambassador, Denis 
Bauchard, confirmed the meeting 
took place. But, be said, Cheys- 
son “did not represent the French 
government at the time,” the AP 
reported. 


Cheysson, Bauchard said, held 
talks with Aziz in his capacity as 
European Parliament official, not 
an envoy of the French govern- 
ment. 

Bauchard also confirmed that 
Ed gar pisani, a special adviser to 
Mitterrand, bad met with mem- 
bers of the PLO leadership in 
Tunis last week. He declined to 
give further details. 

Abdul Rahim said tbe Aziz- 
Cheysson meeting was pan of 
“the PLO's intensive effort to 
find a political solution to the 
Gulf drisis.’’ 

He said the meeting with Pisani 
and talks earlier with French 
Foreign Minister Roland Dumas 
“indicate the seriousness of the 
French effort to find a peaceful 
settlement to the Gulf crisis. 

“The PLO’s efforts and con- 
tacts aim at initiating a negotia- 
tion process between Iraq and the 
parties involved in the crisis,’' 
Abdul Rahim said. 
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Holyfield gets heavyweight title 
after knocking down Douglas 


Kasparov favoured after 

sloppy title chess draw 


LAS VEGAS (Agencies) — An 
pverweight and under-powered 
James “Buster" Douglas suffered 
some rough treatment from the 
critics after being knocked oat in 
the third round of his 
heavyweight title fight by fellow 
American Evander Holyfield. 

It appeared Thursday night 
that a much weaker opponent 
could have stopped the flabby, 
246-poind (112 kilogramme) 
Douglas who entered the ring 
outside the Mirage Hotel. 

The former champion was fat 
and his punches were way off the 
mark. Surprisingly, his body 
appeared much sloppier than it 
had at the weight-in Wednesday 
when be stunned the crowd by 
coining in more than 10 pounds 
(4.5 kilogrammes) heavier than 
expected. 

“Buster Douglas was disgrace- 
ful,” said veteran trainer Eddie 
Futch. much respected for his 
honesty and talent at assessing 
fighters. 

“His timing was off, his jab had 
no snap... (his performance) was 
outlandish. He only landed one 
good punch in three rounds.” 

Futch suggested that Douglas 
might have decided that his $24- 
millioQ cut for the fight was not a 
bad cushion for a career change. 

After Douglas crumpled to the 
canvas, where he was counted out 
at one min ute and 10 seconds into 
the third round: “He was rubbing 
his face, then looking at his 
gloves for blood, which shows he 
was perfectly conscious. He could 
have got up and he chose not to 
do so,” Futch said. 

But earlier, referee Mills Lane 
said he thought Douglas was hurt. 

Douglas, at 1.93 metres nearly 
five centimetres taller than Holy- 
field. was nowhere near the 
intensely-focused, sharp puncher 
whe took Mike Tyson apart in 
Tokyo last February and won the 
undisputed world title with a 
10th- round knockout. 

He has mostly himself to bakrre 
for that. The ex-champion, who 
has a reputation for a big appe- 
tite. has frequently and proudly 
stated over the past few months 
that be was calling the shots in his 
camp. 

His cornermen could also be 


criticised for allowing him to be 
so out of condition. They blithely 
admitted they had not weighed 
their fighter once while he was 
training for file bout, which had 
been scheduiled for 12 rounds. 

Douglas was looked on by 
many as a fluke champion, for 
beating what some thought was a 
hollow Tyson in Tokyo. 

All of which may mean that 
Holyfield, criticised for being just 
a blown-up cruise rweight, may 
not get the respect that he might 
have received if he had been 
forced to work harder for the title 
against a more worthy opponent. 

Holyfield, who weighed 94 
kilo tn grammes is likely to fight 
George Foreman in March. 

Even if the 28-year-old Holy- 
field wins that fight he will prob- 
ably still not get respect for his 
superb conditioning and relent- 
less attacking style in the ring, 
until be fights Tyson for the title. 
That may be in the autumn of 
next year. 

But for now, the $8 million that 
Holyfield was paid for this fight 
— only his seventh as a 
heavyweight — and more impor- 
tantly the tens of milli ons more 
be will get for future appearances 
may be some consolation. 

The new champion says be 
became fascinated with boxing 
when be was just eight years old, 
the youngest of four boys and 
four girls growing up in Atlanta. 

At the 1984 Olympics, Holy- 
field won a bronze medal at 22. 
He probably should have won 
gold but was disqualified for 
throwing a punch, which knocked 
out his opponent, after the re- 
feree had called stop. 

A video of the fight showed 
Holyfield could not have stopped 
the punch in time. 

But Holyfield did not rant and 
rave over that decision. He 
accepted it stoically, applying his 
philosophy of learning from every 
fight and taking solace in his 
religion and his mother. 

“1 have a strong lady in my life, 
my mother, who always taught 
me you have to live for today. 
Tomorrow is not always promis- 
ing. And a lot of that comes from 
a lot of pride and a lot of faith,'* 
Holyfield said. 


ATP Tour fines Edberg, 
Lendl, Agassi and McEnroe 


STOCKHOLM (AP) — Stefan 
Edberg played only one match 
Thursday, but he was both a 
winner and a loser. 

The world's top-ranked tennis 
player lost at least $115,496. 
That’s the record fine he was 
assessed by the ATP tour for 
failing to play the required num- 
ber of tournaments this year. 

“It’s not fair and Til certainly 
appeal," Edberg said after beat- 
ing Marc Rosset of Switzerland 
64, 6-4 in the third round of the 
Stockholm Open. 

The Swede, who has never 
been fined before, says he’ll 
probably have to pay the money. 
But he had a good reason for 
skipping two tournaments in 
February. 

“Everyone knows I was injured 
in the Australian Open," said 
Edberg, who defaulted the final 
against Ivan Lendl in January 
with a stomach injury. 

Lendl, ranked third in the 
world, also was fined, as was no. 
5 Andre Agassi. 

Lendl, the biggest money win- 
ner in tennes history, was fined a 
■minimum of $95,443. Agassi, 
who was an upset victim in the 
second round Wednesday, will be 
fined at least 85,042. 

The ATP tour, which runs the 
men’s circuit this year, said the 
fines would increase prop- 
ortionally to include any income 
the players might earn during the 
remainder of the year. 

Edberg plays Brad Gilbert in 
the quarterfinals of the Stock- 
holm Open. If he wins the title 
here, Edberg would receive 
almost $140,000, more than 
enough to cover the fine, the 


biggest, in tennis history. . . 

.Edberg and Agassi were re- 
quired to play in 11 tournaments 
this year and Lendl one less 
because he is a 10-year veteran of 
the tour. 

“This is more than a finan cial 
penalty. I see this as an express- 
ion of commitment to play the 
ATP Tour World Cham- 
pionship," ATP Tour reportedly 
threatened to ban Edberg from 
its season-ending championship 
should be refuse to pay the fine, 
the Swedish News Agency (TT) 
said. That could mean that 
Edberg would be dethroned as 
the world’s top-ranked player. 

Boris Becker, who is chasing 
Edberg for the no. 1 ranking, 
could move atop the list for the 
fast time in his career. 

Edberg and Becker are seeded 
to meet in the Stockholm Open 
final at the Globe Arena Sunday. 
But Becker had a tough task 
Friday. 

The 1988 Stockholm Open 
champion, whom Edberg says is 
the finest indoor player in the 
world, met Goran Ivanisevic in a 
quarterfinal battle between two 
big servers. The two have split 
their two meetings this year, 
Becker losing to the Yugoslavian 
in the first round at the French 
Open, then winning in the Wimb- 
ledon semifinals. 

Ivanisevic broke serve once in 
each set to defeat John McEnroe 
6-4, 6-4 in the third round Thurs- 
day. 

The New Yorker is the only 
four-time Stockholm. Open cham- 
pion, winning consecutive titles in 
1978-79 and 1984-85. He lost the 
1980 filial to Bjorn Borg. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 

!99S Tnflun? Mtd’D SCfiiCVS. I"* 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4AQJ4 7A83 . K105 *1093 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

’1 * Pass 1 * Pass 

2 * Pass 3 NT Pass 

7 

What action do you take? 

Q.2— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

* AQ85 :KQ6 v93 +AJ104 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
diamond. What do you respond? 

Q-3 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4AQ65 “ A106 195 4Q1063 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 

1 * Pass l * Pass 

2 * Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 


Q-4 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4 J 109753 -T A . Q7 4AK9S 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 4 Pass 2 4 Pass 

7 

What action do you take? 

Q.5— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

464 - AK83 * A 10984 *93 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 4 Pass 2 Pass 

2 4 Pass 3 Pass 

3 4 Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

Q.6 — Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 

4Q5 7X206 . AQ99 8S4 

The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East Sooth 

1 7 Dbl Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 



Junes ‘Barter’ Doughs 

Holyfield turned professional 
after a 160-14 amateur record. 

In July 1986, in just bis 12th 
fight for money. Holyfield upset 
heavily-favoured Dwight 
Mohammad Qawi on points to 
win die World Boxing Associa- 
tion (WBA) junior heavyweight 
and International Boxing Federa- 
tion (IBF) cxuiserweight titles. 

He added the World Boxing 
Co and] (WBC) cniiserweigbt ti- 
tle by knocking out Carlos De- 
leon in April 1988. 

Then be moved up to 
heavyweight and its heavy money 
against James “Quick” Tiltis, 
who fell in the fifth round in July 
1988. 

JPinklon Thomas followed as an 
eighth-round knockout victim 
that December. 

In the process, Holyfield, 
helped by intensive weightlifting 
and conditioning work, added 20 
pounds (nine kilogrammes) of 
muscle. 

But be never did grow to be 
very big. His top weight was 212 
pounds (96 kilogrammes) and he 
fought Douglas at 208 (94 kilog- 
rammes) which many thought 
was too light. 

“I’ve had setbacks going bade 
to my amateur career," Holyfield 
has said. “I never was what you 
would cal] the best but I always 
improved.” 

He improved to a 254) record 


against Douglas Thursday night 

Douglas will likely be recalled 
as a one-fight fighter, a journey- 
man who made the most of Ins 
dunce to grab belt, then faded 
back into anonymity. 

He will be recalled critically by 
some, who wfll -question his ta- 
lent. dedication and courage. 

But because of his one night of 
glory, his shocking knockout of 
Tyson in Tokyo, Douglas be- 
came, after all, a heavyweight 
champion for a time. 

“It’ll hurt not being the cham- 
pion. But it was attaining a goal, 
becoming foe champion, and not 
attaining another — defending 
the tide," Douglas, sadness dear- 
ly evident on his round, almost 
child-like face, said after Holy- 
field took his undisputed world 
heavyweight title. 

Douglas apparently caught 
Tyson out of shape and unfo- 
cused in their fight in Japan. 

Even in the first round, it 
became evident that Douglas' 
only chance was to land a knock- 
out punch before Holyfield syste- 
matically destroyed him. 

Thai powerful punch may have 
been a looping right uppercut in 
the third round. But it missed. 
Holyfield ducked back, then 
game forward with a deadly right. 
Douglas dropped and was 
counted out. 

An old criticism of Douglas 
resurfaced — that he lacked cour- 
age. 

Some critics contended he quit 
in the 10th round of a 1987 loss to 
Tony Tucker for the Internation- 
al Boxing Federation (IBF) title, 
and some observers feld he could 
have beaten the count against 
Holyfield. 

“He could have gotten up. He 
chose not to. Maybe he was his 
own reasons," said Eddie Futch, 
who trained the likes of Joe Fra- 
zier and Larey Holmes and also 
trained a winner on the under- 
card Thursday night — Riddick 
Bowe. 

Douglas claimed he could not 
get up in time. 

“He caught me with a good 
shot. By the time I tried to pick 
up the count, it was over," be 
said. “If I could have gotten up, I 
would have." 


NEW YORK (R) A quarter of 
foe way into a 24-game title chess 
duel, experts predict Garry Kas- 
parov's crown is reasonably safe 
from challenger Anatoly Karpov, 
but the king of world chess is stfll 
far from declaring a final check- 
mate. 

In foe end. Karpov’s fear may 
prove to be Kasparov’s greatest 
asset in a contest marked by 
mutual loathing- 

Despite ranking as the greatest 
player of all time, Kasparov only 
bolds a one-point lead after a 
fluct uating struggle in the sixth 
game ended Thursday m a draw. 

This illustrates the closeness of 
their rivalry and Karpov’s stature 
as a player. He was world cham- 
pion for 10 years before being 
toppled by Kasparov. 

Chess experts say they detected 
a crippling sense of fear in the 
way Karpov played the sixth 
game. 

U.S. Grandmaster Yasser 
Seirawan interpreted foe latest 
game bleakly for the challenger. 


“It was a terrible game from foe 
psychological point of view. Kar- 
pov emerged with a very good 
position and then played almost 
like fen was afraid," be said. 

To complicate matters, a 12-2 
tie leaves the championship in 
Kasparov’s hands. 

Kasparov and -Karpov are 
notorious for their total conflict 
both on and off the board. 

Once the match has begun, 
gentlemanly behaviour rules — 
behaviour that Kasparov has 
labelled an act, adopted purely 
for foe sake of decorum. 

Their hatred is now solely ex- 
pressed in the abstract manoeuvr- 
ing taking place of on foe chess- 
board and foe Subtle language of 
twitch and grimace playing their 
faces. 

The feverish intensity of foe 
early games has proved impossi- 
ble for the rivals to maintain. The 
fifth and sixth games have dis- 
appointed observers, who feel 
that errors and. fatigue are 
already creeping in. 
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3 Europeans favoured in 
Breeders’ Cup races 


Ferrari urges crackdown 
on dangerous driving 


MARANELLO, Italy (R) — 
Ferrari President Piero -Fusaro 
Thursday called for a crackdown 
on Formula One drivers who 
“believe that crashes are now an 
acceptable tactic." 

In a letter to Jean-Marie Bales- 
tre, president of FISA, motor 
racing’s world governing body, 
Fusaro said the credibility of For- 
mula One raring had been under- 
mined by the way the last two 
drivers' championships had been 
derided. 

But he stopped short of 
threatening to withdraw from For- 
mula One 

Ferrari were the losers in Sun- 
day’s crash between Brazilian 
Ayroton Senna and Alain Prost 


Mutt’n’Jeff 


of France in the opening lap of 
the Japanese Grand Prix. 

Frost’s Ferrari and Senna’s 
McLaren collided at the first 
bend, forcing both drivers to re- 
tire and ending Prost’s chances of 
retaining his world title. 

Senna became champion for 
foe second time but Prost later 
accused him of deliberately pro- 
voking the crash by going for a 
gap which did not exist because 
he knew the Ferrari was a super- 
ior car. Senna hotly denied the 
charge. 

The 1989 world championship 
also ended in controversy in 
Japan when the same two drivers 
crashed into each other, resulting 
in the title going to Prost. 


NEW YORK (R) — Not since 
the F.n gtish governor of New 
York raised the curtain on Amer- 
ican horse racing in 1665 by 
laying out a trade at Belmont 
Park has the European influence 
been so strongly felt in U.S. 
racing as it will be Saturday- 

Three European horses are 
fancied to win and pick up part of 
the $10 million on offer in the 
seven races of the Breeders’ Cup 
— the richest day of racing in the 
world which winds up the U.S. 
season. 

Of the 91 horses running this 
year at Belmont, near where the 
governor built his course, 22 were 
either bred in Europe or have 
done most of their racing there. 

Saumarez, the British-bred 
winner of the Prix l’Arc de 
Triomphe, is foe choice to win 
the S2-million Breeders* Cup 
Turf over a mile and a half. 

Dayjur, Europe’s fastest sprin- 
ter who has won at Ascot. 
Haydock and Longchamp, is 
favoured in the $1 -million Breed- 
ers' Cup Sprint at Six Furlongs. 

Steinlen, bred at the Altez 
France Stables in England and 
owned by Paris art dealer Darnel 
WUdenstein, is the top selection 
in the Sl-otillion Breeders' Cup 
Mile. .. . 

In the day’s tidiest event, the 
$3-mfllion Breeders* Cup Classic 
over a mile-and-a-quarter, Go 
and Go, foe Irish-bred winner of 
the Belmont Stakes, is third 
favourite in a wide-open race. 

However, of the 68 foreign- 
bred horses who have run in the 
first six years of Breeders’ raring, 
only six have won. 

“You have the flight, the 
quarantine and die new racing 
surface. Given aD that, the fore- 
ign horses have to be at 110 per 
cent to win," said Alastair DiDon 
of the International Racing 
Bureau. 

Dayjur, the Kentucky-bred 
European sensation, is favourite 


in London at 64 and at Belmo n t 
at 7-2 because of a record of six 
wins in eight starts and an F.ngfeh 
record of 56 seconds over five 
furlongs. 

At the Breeders’ he runs on 
fort and around a turn for the first 
time in a race never won by a 
European. His trainer. Major 
Dick Hern, is realistic, while his 
jockey, Willie Carson, is dow- 
nright sceptical. 

“It's like going into foe un- 
known," Hem said. “I have no 
delusions. He’s the best sprinter 
in Europe without question. But 
be is trying something quite new 
here." 

Carson said: “They won’t see a 
champion on there, wil! they? 
That's because he’s not used to 
what he'll have to do.*’ 

Steinlen, the seven-year-old 
trained by 10-time Breeders’ Cup 
winner D. Wayne Lukas, has 
spent his entire career in the 
United States, earning $3.2 mfl- 
lion with 20 victories in 42 starts, 
including last year’s mile. 

But, after a sixth place finis h 
on Oct. 6 in the Jockey Club 
Gold Cup, Steinlen appears 
vulnerable with four European' 
entries ready to challenge in a 
race which foreigners have won 
"three times anti Mflesque, who 
fa n mostly in Europe, tow twice. 

Royal Academy will be the 
sentimental choice of some be- 
cause of his jockey, 54-year-old 
Lester Piggott, the 11-time En- 
glish champion who came out of 
r etir em en t this month. He has 
raced in the Breeders* Cup only 
once before, finishing 11th in 
1985. 

Nicolas dement, the trainer of 
Saumarez, said the Arc champion 
was fit after a two-furlong work- 
out over foe Belmont Trade 
Wednesday in preparation for his 
bid to become the first winner of 
the Arc and the Breeders’ Cup 
Turf. 


very active friend. 

moon CHILDREN: (June 22 to 

July 21) lo the morning arrange 
recreations for foe days ahead; 
then after lunch get out and do 
something civic; while tonight 
don’t d i s c us s an old attachment. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Attend to whatever awaits your 
attention at home in the morning; 
then seek new outlets of expiation 
for the future ; toniglii avoid a gpod 


VIMGQ: (August 22 to September 
22) Get m e wsgci off that have 


wtaoundentands bow to help TOU 
operate better; then do what wdl 
please your family very much to 
your benefit. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Contact one of influence 
who can support your public aims; 
then rtwnfc up new ways to have 
mote future wellbeing in the thing 
you do. 

PISCES: (February 20 to Match 
20) Be alert to news in periodicals 
that can be helpful to you; then 
spend foe afternoon t hi nking up 
new ways to increase your income. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



‘It’s a new kind of coffee cup — 
it wakes up decaf drinkers.” 


THAT SCRAMS LB) WORD GAME 
9 by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 

. You shouldn't haw j 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


NUMOR 


•■asaisj™ 

BEREL 1 


SMABAL 


LEUXED 


that exotic 

PERFUME 
HELP.HEK 


Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

i Jumbles: CURVE BELLE VOYAGE SHADOW 
-I Answer What a filibustering politician should do— 
“HALVE" HIS SAY 
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Czech parliament 
approves privatisation 


PRAGUE (AP) - Parliament 
Thurs day overwhelmingly 
apiawed a law to tnm over to 
private hands about 100,000 small 
shops and enterprises nationlised 
in 40 years of communism. 

The law was approved by 202 
oftbe 239 depu ties p resent and 
voting, the state CTK news agen- 
cy reported. 

The- privatisation process is a 
key. part of reforms aimed at 

xransfonning Czechoslovakia’s 

centalised economy into a 
Western-style one guided by mar- 
ket mechanisms. 

Finance Minister Vaclav Klaus, 

who prese nted the draft to the 

legislative Wednesday, said it 
marked a compromise "which 
cannot satisfy all completely.” 

The few on the so called “small 
privatisation * will apply to some 
100,000 shops and small enter- 
prises with an overall value of 
approximately 200 billion crowns 
($83.3 million), equivalent to 
nearly half the nation’s annual 
budget. 

Thousands of vendors across 
the country staged symbolic 
strikes last month demanding 
they be given first crack ax buying 
the shops and a chance to pay for 
up to naif the price in instali- 


nwnts spread ow a seven year 
period. 

They were concerned that they 
would be done out of the d«wiy 
to purchase their shops by people 
with large amounts of capital to 
invest, such as foreigners or com- 
munist functionaries who amas- 
sed fortunes under The former 
regime. 

Although the government draft 
was planning to give current em- 
ployees the option of installment 
payments over five years, the 
final version approved by parlia- 
ment excludes any provisions 
which would give preferential 
treatment to any potentional 
buyer. 

Auctions wiO be held in two 
rounds with the first round being 
accessible only to Czechoslovak 
citizens. 

Shops and enterprises which 
are not sold in the first round will 
Proceed to the second, in which 
Czechoslovak emigres and some 
foreigners will also be allowed to 
bid. 

The auctions will beign at 
prices determined by the govern- 
ment. The minimum price accept- 
able for any shop sold is 50 per 
cent of the proposed amount. 


Gulf crisis , Comecon said 
to cost East Europe $15 b 


Gulf crisis stuns 
Philippine progress 
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MANILA (R) — President Cora- 
zon Aquino said Friday that the 
Gulf crisis had stunted economic 
progress in the Philippines, and 
she urged Filipinos to prepare for 
more sacrifices in the months 
ahead. 

“The Gulf crisis is bearing 
down on all sectors of otif eco- 
nomy, stunting the progress that 
was being accomplished,” 
Aquino said in a speech to con- 
struction industry executives. 

The crisis has cost the Philip-; 
pines between $1.5 billion and 
$2.3 billion in increased fuel 
charges and the government is 
having trouble finding foreign ex- 


change to pay for fuel, officials 
said. 

Gross National Product 
(GNP) is expected to increase by 
less than four per cent this year, 
down sharply from earlier projec- 
tions of more than five per cent 
growth in 1990, the officials said. 
GNP rose 5.67 per cent in 1989. 

“In the face of these adversi- 
ties, I ask you to be stronger. As I 
have urged other sectors, I ask 
yon now to buckle down. We may 
have to take a narrower and 
longer path to reach that goal of 
prosperity," Aquino told the ex- 
ecutives. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Humday, October .25, 1990 


UJS. dollar 
Jtonad Sterling 

IWwhwnn Hr 

Sirin franc 
Radi franc 


Centred Bank 

Bar 

652.0 656.0 
127BJ2 1285.9 

432.8 435.4 

513.8 516.9 

129.3 130.1 


(fHcU rales 

Japanese yen (for 100) 
Don± guilder 
Swedish crown 
Italian Hra (for 100) 
Belgian franc (tor 10) 


513.5 516.fi 
384.1 386.4 
116.7 117.4 
57.9 51L2 

210L4 211.7 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 

One Sterling 1.9555/65 U.S. dollar 

One U.S. dollar ' 1.1670/80 Canadian dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.9555/65 

U.S. dollar 

1.1670/80 

Canadian dollar 

1-5170/75 

DetxBcbemarks 

1.7090/7100 

Dutch guilders 

1.2820/25 

Swiss francs 

31.22/27 

Belgian francs 

5.0725/75 

French francs 

1135/1136 

Italian lire 

128.15/20 

Japanese yen 

5.6250/6300 

Swedish crowns 

5.8940/90 

Norwegian crowns 

5.7950/8000 

Danish crowns 

376.60/377.10 

U.S. dollars 
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PRAGUE (R) — Higher oil 
prices due to the Gulf crisis and 
changes in trade in the former 
Soviet Bloc will cost the reform- 
ing nations of Eastern Europe 
SIS trillion a year, a senior World 
Bask official has said. 

“That's large. It’s almost five 
per cent of the gross domestic 
product of these economies,” 
Willi Wapenhans, World Bank 
vice-president for Europe, Mid- 
dle East and Africa told a news 
conference. 

The disintegration of the 
Soviet-led trade bloc Comecon, 
in which Mosoow previously pro- 
vided its satellites with cheap 
energy and raw materials in ex- 
change for low quality manufac- 
tured goods, would cost Eastern 
Europe S7-$8 trillion a year, he 
said. 

If oil averages $25 a barrel over 
a 12-month period as a result of 
Iraq's takeover of Kuwait, the 
costs for Eastern Europe would 
be the same again. 

The World Bank, and hs sister 
organisation the Internationa] 
Monetary Fund (IMF), would not 
allow the reform p ro ce s s in East- 
ern Europe to be derailed by this 


new oil shock. Wapenhans said. 
They would provide significant 
financial aid. 

U.S. President George Bush 
has asked the IMF to increase 
lending to Easton Europe by up 
to S5 Wlion because of the crisis. 

But Wapenhans said the ineffi- 
cient economies of Eastern 
Europe could not be sheltered 
from the impact of dearer oil. 

“These economies must be 
subjected to the discipline of a 
realistic price for energy,” be 
said. “I would suggest passing 
through the costs of energy very, 
very quickly.’* 

Industry in Eastern Europe 
consumed up to four times as 
much energy per unit of output as 
industry in Western Europe, so 
enormous savings were possible. 

But these could not be mobil- 
ised overnight, making some ex- 
ternal aid necessary, said 
Wapenhans. 

Wapenhans said the World 
Bank would help Czechoslovakia 
and other East European coun- 
tries restructure their economies. 

It had already committed $2.8 
billion to Poland, Hungary and 
Yugoslavia this year, he said. 
Czechoslovakia and Romania 


Marin urges EC to write 
off Third World debt 


STRASBOURG. France (R) — 
EC Development Commissioner 
Manuel Marin urged the Euro- 
pean Community (EC) Thnrsday 
to write off debts of $2 billion 
owed to it by 68 Third Work! 
countries. 

Marin told the European Par- 
liament be would soon make a 
formal proposal to EC ministers 
to foigive debts of l.S billion 
European Currency Units ($2 bil- 
lion) owed by the African, Carib- 
bean and Pacific (ACP) develop- 
ing nations. 

Community sources said the 
EC’s executive commission was 
likely to bad: Marin’s initiative, 
which would then be di i c mc d by 


development ministers when they 
meet on Nov. 6. 

The final decision to wipe the 
slate dean lies with EC ministers. 

It would be little more than a 
political gesture as both sides 
recognise there is little chance the 
money will ever be repaid, the 
sources said. 

Marin said he wanted to cancel 
loans outstanding under the 
Lome aid convention, recyde risk 
capita] owed by ACP countries, 
convert promised loans into 
grants and forego cash repay- 
ments due under the Stabex sys- 
tem of commodities compensa- 
tion. 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 

TOKYO — Tokyo stocks dosed lower as higher oil prices spread 
bearish sentiment through the market. Profit-taking and positi on- 
squaring before the weekend pushed prices down. The Nikkei 
dosed down 346.99 points or 1.37 per cent to 25,005.64. 
SYDNEY — Higher ofl prices and weaker overseas bourses 
dragged the market down with major industrials heavily sold. The 
AH Ordinaries dosed 20.5 points down at 1,354.8. 
SINGAPORE — Prices dosed lower on bargain hunting. The 
Straits Times plunged 34.55 points to end at 1,174.99. 
BOMBAY — Shares ended mixed as nervousness gripped the 
market ahead of a plan by Hindus to build a temple on a site 
occupied by a mosque in Ayodhya. The Bombay Stock Exchange 
index fell 29.71 points to 1,269.46. 

FRANKFURT — Shares dropped 2.7 per cent as worries about 
tensions in the Middle East and a jump in oil prices* added 
momentum to a do w n war d technical movement. The DAX index 
ended 40.53 points down at the day’s low of 1,457.05. 
ZURICH — Swiss shares ended sharply lower amid fears of war in 
the Middle East and rising oil prices. The all-share SPI index 
dosed 16.6 down at 938.1. 

LONDON — U.K. shares ended sharply lower depressed by high 
oil prices and an easier Wall Street. The FTSE was down 25.6 at 
2063.1. 

PARIS — French share prices were sharply down as investors, 
uneasy over increasing Gulf tensions and higher oil prices, sold off 
ahead of the weekend. The CAC-40 index fell 27.41 to 1,618.58. 
NEW YORK — U.S. stocks were trading in a narrow range at 
sharply lower levels in early afternoon. The Dow was down about 
23 to 2461. 
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have also resumed relations with 
the World Bank and IMF, and 
Bulgaria has joined. 

Czechoslovakia was liberalising 
foreign trade to bring in competi- 
tion to domestic industry Which 
still operated as a set of monopo- 
lies, he said. 

But that could have as initial 
adverse impact on the balance of 
payments, so Prague would need 
some external financial help to 
avoid having to ration foreign 
exchange. 

The end of ce ntr a l planning 
also requires Czechoslovakia to 
reform its hanking system. In- 
stead of the government allocat- 
ing funds, independent banks 
must lend at their own risk with a 
view to making a profit, 
Wapenhans said. 

But before reforms can bear 
fruit and attract foreign invest- 
ment, Czechoslovakia and the 
ocher reforming countries must 
create a proper legal and regula- 
tory framework . be said. 

And the authorities must cre- 
ate a social safety net, which will 
help retrain workers, so that the 
restructuring of enterprises does 
not lead to mass unemployment, 
he said. 

EC budget 
faces possible 
crisis 

STRASBOURG, France fAPi — 
The European Parliament Thurs- 
day set the stage for a possible 
budget crisis in the European 
Community (EC) by demanding a 
supplemental fund to pay for 
German unification. 

The parliament passed a re- 
solution threatening tc “prevent 
the adoption of the 1991 budget” 
if the 12 EC gotemments insisted 
on paying the costs of helping 
eastern Germany cut of money 
set aside for the main Community 
budget. 

In its budget proposal, the par- 
liament approved a S73.9 billion 
(54.4 European Currency Unit) 
spending plan, excluding the 
costs of unification. 

The parliament's budget, 
approved by a vote of 262-12, 
called for a spending increase of 
$2.7 billion over a budget propos- 
al submitted by the EC council, 
which includes representatives of 
the 12 governments. 

The ECs 518-seat assembly 
voted to boost council proposals 
for spending in several areas, 
including the environment, aid 
for the Third World, and social, 
educational and agricultural pro- 
jects within the Community . 

In one of the larges: increases 
over the coundi proposal, the 
parliament earmarked S79.6 mil- 
lion to help East European and 
other countries economically 
damaged by the Gulf crisis. 

The parliament also approved 
$47.6 million to enable the Com- 
munity to fund regional environ- 
mental protection programmes. 

, The parliament's budget calls 
for an 11 per cent increase over 
this year's EC budge: of $66.2 
billion. 

During debate, members of 
parliament spoke repeatedly of 
the need to help the newly merged 
pans of Germany adjust to EC 
economic and environmental 
standards. 

Bm they insisted that there 
would not be enough money for 
other vital EC projects if" the 
money came out of the main 
budget, which is limited by agree- 
ment among EC institutions. 


Jordan checks illegal 
currency trade, monitors 
foreign exchange outflow 


By P.V. Viv ekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Faced with a new 
boom in illegal dealings in foreign 
currency in the wake of the un- 
certainty and fears of war in the 
Gulf, the Jordanian authorities 
have launched a fresh crackdown 
on black market dealers in a 
move aimed at checking the out* 
flow of foreign e x c hange in the 
country. 

“The Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ) used to tolerate the black 
market in foreign currency since 
the volume involved was not sig- 
nificant to have any major impact 
on the country's monetary situa- 
tion,” said a senior official. “But 
the picture changed in the wake* 
of the Gulf crisis when the public 
panicked and rushed to buy fore- 
ign currency' and the difference 
between the official and black 
market rates widened and 
breached the accepted level of 10 
per cent,” be explained. 

A security source said “a few 
arrests” of unlicensed foreign 
currency dealers were made dur- 
ing the* past 10 days. 

Some people are sceptical of 
the fresh crackdown. “The posh 
appears to focus on small-time 
dealers who make a few dinars 
oat of the foreigners and tourists 
who visit the souq downtown,” 
said a businessman. “The largest 
amount one of them might handle 
a day is probably not more than a 
hundred dollars.” he added. 
“What about those who deal in 
die thousands, sitting in their 
plush offices in Shmeisani and 
JabaJ Amma n?” he asked. 

Several banking experts said 
they doubted whether any signifi- 
cant amount in foreign currency 
in has left the country in the 
wake of the Gulf crisis. “In my 
opinion, the bulk of those who 
rushed and bought foreign cur- 
rency in the first few weeks (of 
the Gulf crisis) has not really 
transferred their money outside 
the country,” said an official at 
one of Jordan's leading commer- 
cial banks. “They appear to be 
hanging on to their cash right 
here the country for whatever 
Teason.” 

Prior to the Iraqi takeover of 
Kuwait on Aug. 2, the difference 
between the rates set by the CBJ 
and on the black market was less 
than three per cent, with the 


American dollar fetching around 
685 fils in the black market 
against the 665 to 670 fils set by 
the central bank. Since then, the 
difference has grown into 12 to 14 
per cent, with the CBJ rate going 
down to 650 to 655 fils in line with 
the in the international 

value of the dollar bm the black 
market rate growing to 725 to 735 
fils. 

Finance Minister Basel Jar- 
daneh, in informal briefings to 
the press prior to the Gulf crisis, 
bad said that the difference in 
rates at that time was tolerable 
and pointed out that government 
intervention would have been 
prudent if the difference went 
beyond 10 per cent. 

At present, established Jorda- 
nian commercial banks are deal- 
ing in foreign currency in bank- 
notes and, according to a former 
operator in the business, “they 
have maA- a lot of money in the 
absence of moneychangers.” 

Following the closure order, 
issued under martial law regula- 
tions in February last year, the 
authorities froze the assets and 
accounts of 70 plus moneychan- 
gers in the country and liquidated- 
their business. “There are a few 
cases where the liquidation pro- 
cess is not over completely,” 
according to a legal consultant. 

The CBJ renewed a warning 
last week to illegal dealers in 
foreign currency and gold. It said 
that black market operators* 
risked fines between JD 50 and 
JD 500 if caught dealing in fore- 
ign currency without licence and 
reported that it had submitted a 
draft law to the government to 
regularise the exchange market 
by licensing exchange firms with 
firm guidelines and regulations. 

“The catch is that the draft law 
is designed to keep down the 
number of authorised dealers by 
e liminatin g ‘small fries* through 
demanding a minimum capital of 
JD 500,000 and a 30 per cent 
deposit at the Central Bank,” 
said a former moneychanger, 
whose business was closed down 
in February 1989. 

“Obviously, the 30 per cent 
deposit is subject to forfeiture if 
the authorities found irregular- 
ities in the business," be added, 
speaking to the Jordan Times on 
condition of anonymity. “Under 
these conditions very few people 
would be able to furnish these 


requirements and" still abide by 
the stipulation that they restrict 
themselves to buying and selling 
banknotes and keep away from 
baling in any negotiable instru- 
ment like cheques cr drafts.” 

Aspirants to new licences for 
exchange houses are confident 
that they had more sympathy in 
the Lower House c£ Parliament 
whose approval can be essential 
before the few is enacted. They 
hope that they could influence 
the House into amending the 
draft few. 

“Let the democratism ti on pro- 
cess take is course.” said another 
ex-dealer. "We are sure that the 
strict conditions that are included 
in the draft law could be amended 
to allow people with smaller' 
capitals to operate,'* he said. 

One of the pillars of foe argu- 
ments put forward by potential 
applicants for licences is that the 
government had affirmed that 
moneychangers had a very small 
role in the dramatic plunge in the 
value of foe dinar in fete 1988 
although they were accused of 
“tampering with foe national eco- 
nomy” when they were farced to 
close down in February 1589. 

In the meantime, foe impact cn 
the blackmarket of foe crack- 
down is yet to be visible. "Baying 
and selling dollars has become a 
way of life for almost everyone 
downtown,” commented a tank- 
ing official. 

“From cassette kiosks to veget- 
able sellers, everyone has been 
buying and selling dollars,” be 
said. “But what everyone risks is 
getting stuck with counterfeit.” 

~ The rircufetion of counterfeit 
dollars, which security sources 
say have been brought in from 
the occupied territories 3s well as 
Syria, assumed an alarming prop- 
ortion in the middle and fete last 
year and dozens of people caught 
with forged currency are current- 
ly serving jail sentences. One of 
them was caught wifo almost half 
a million dollars in forged bank- 
notes. 

“Some of the notes are so good 
that they are okayed by normal 
equipment at commercial 
banks," commented a senior 
security source. “In seme cases, 
such notes bad to be passed 
through sophisticated detectors at 
the Central Bank before being 
established that they were forger- 
ies,” he said. 


Japan to maintain aid to Latin 
America despite crisis in Gulf 


TOKYO (R) — Japan will main- 
tain its level of economic aid to 
Latin America despite new com- 
mitments in the Gulf and a reluct- 
ance to make foreign loans 
among private Japanese banks, 
government officials say. 

“The government plans to 
keep channelling about 10 per 
cent of its bilateral official de- 
velopment assistance (ODA) to 
Latin America,” said Koichi I to, 
an official at the foreign mink- 
try’s aid policy division. 

Japan's bilateral ODA to Latin' 
America was $563 million in 
1989, or a 8.3 per cent of Tokyo’s 
total bilateral ODA, compared 
with $399 million, or 6.2 per cent 
of foe total, in 1988. 

Many developing countries are 


worried that the Gulf crisis will 
divert large amounts of foreign 
aid away from them and towards 
the Middle East. Japan has 
pledged $2 billion in aid to Egypt, 
Jordan and Turkey since the crisis 
began. 

At the same time, official aid 
has become even more vital for 
Latin America because funds 
from private Japanese banks have 
all but dried up, economists and 
bankers say. 


The slump in Tokyo stock 
prices this year has nude private 
Japanese banks extremely wary 
about lending to Latin America 
and other developing regions. 
Many banks are still smarting 
from losses on previous Third 
World loans. 

“No Japanese banks are cur- 
rently able to make fresh loans to 
Latin America,” said an official 
at one Japanese long-term credit 
bank. 


FOR RENT 

MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

* Two apartments ct twe bedrooms - living - dining rooms K&B. 

* Two studios of cne bedroom, K&B. 

Telephones & C.H. 

Location: Jabal Amman bei 3rd & 4th Circles. 

TeL 641443 - 642351 


CAR FOR SALE 

1988 Mazda 626 GLX, 24,000 k.m. 

S. Price. (13,000 JD) 

Tel. 828714 or 08/533366 



The British Council 


is looking for native speakers of English with a 
long-term commitment to Jordan to train as 
teachers of English as a Foreign .Language. 

Those interested call Raghda Azizleh 

or Ekhlass Rale on 636147/8. 


WANTED 

An international company requires two experienced specialists 
in the operation of major plant rooms and boiler houses. 
Experience must be documented and proven. 

Please contact phone: 622474-5-6 


c fAqaba Syua. 

Furnished Tourist Flats 

Two bedrooms, lounge, living room, kitchen. IdyJric sea 
views. Rent: Daily, weekly and monthly. 

Call Aqaba tel. 03/313512. to: 03/314339 


COMPUTER SYSTEMS 
SPECIALISTS — MVS/ESA 


A major financial corporation, to be located <n Amman, requires 
experienced systems specialists. Emphasis is placed cn the 
ability to integrate into the existing teams, provide courses, 
training and on-the-job support while assisting us in reaching our 
targets. 

Jordanian nationals, with good command cf written and spoken 
English will be preferred. We require specialists with the 
fowl towing: 

■ CICS/VS Systems Programmer 
m CICS/DB2 Applications Specialist 

■ FBSS/OS2 Applications Specialist 

■ VT AM/SNA Systems Programmer 

Permanent and contract positions are available. Please forward 

C.V., stating salary requirement and terms, and no later than 
Nov. 1, 1990. to: 

Systems Selection, P.O. Box 930102, 

Amman 


L. 
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Bhutto opts for provincial polls 
after national election defeat 


9 killed in I Revolt brews against 


KARACHI (Agencies) — Sack- 
ed Prime Minister Benazir Bbnt- 
to said her Pakistan People's' Par- 
ty (PPP) would contest provincial 
elections Saturday despite its 
crushing defeat in a national vote 
it charged was rigged. 

“There is to be no boycott of 
the provincial elections " she told 
a news conference in the Sind 
province capital Karachi Thurs- 
day. 

“There was a lot of pressure 
from my partymen to boycott the 
provincial elections. 1 have per- 
suaded them not to boycott 
them." 

Wiping away tears, Bhutto said 

the PPP was a party of snuggle 
and should contest the local elec- 
tions. “If the elections are rigged, 
the government will be further 
exposed,” she said. 

The Islamic Democratic 
Alliance (IDA), one of whose 
leaders heads the caretaker gov- 
ernment that replaced Bhutto’s, 
emerged as big winner in 
Wednesday's elections with 106 
of the 217-seat National Assem- 


bly (lower house). 

The PPP won only 45 seats, less 
’than half of the 93 it captured in 
1988 elections that made Bhutto 
tile Muslim World’s first elected 
woman prime minister. 

Bhutto said cheating by the 
caretaker government had denied 
the PPP 70 to 80 seats in the latest 
polls. 

Presdent Ghulaxn Ishaq Khan 
dismissed Bhutto’s 20-month gov- 
ernment on Ang. 6 for alleged 
corruption and abuse of power- 
He. dissolved the National 
Assembly and four provincial 
assemblies and ordered fresh 
elections. 

Bhutto denied the charges, but 
she and several colleagues were 
put on trial by special one-jude 
tribunals empowered to disqual- 
ify them from parliament and jail 
them for np to seven years. 

At a news conference Thursday 
Prime Minister Ghuiam Mustafa 
Jaxoi denied the elections had 
been rigged and called on Bhutto 
to accept the result. 

Jatoi said the PPP trials would 


continue and that the special 
courts would decide die cases on 
merit. 

“Certainly justice will be done 
in individual case” he said. 

Nawaz Sharif, IDA chief and a 
cot tender for the premiership, 
also denied the polling had been 
unfair and added that be had not 
anticipated such a “complete 
mandate.” 

The IDA lacks a majority but 
its spokesmen said it was in a 
comfortable postion to form a 
government 

Bhutto said ballot boxes had 
been snatched or staffed and that 
polling agents had been arrested. 

“Today we do not have a peo- 
ple's parliament Today we have 
president's parliament Bhutto 
said. 

She asked all of the PPFs 
defeated candidates to challenge 
the poll results through election 
petitions. 

“The fact is that they rigged so 
heavily because they want to have 
a constitutional dictatorship,” 
Bhutto said. “Pakistan is going 


towards a political polarisation.” 

An international observer team 
sent to Pakistan to watch the 
country's national elections said 
Friday it found no evidence to 
bade claims by Bhutto of wide- 
spread rigging - 

“As of today, the delegation 
lias received no evidence that 
would allow us to substantiate 
allegations concerning irregular 
vote totals,” team leader Vahit 
Hakfoglu told a news confer- 
ence. 

“The elections, as we observed 
them at the local level, were 
generally open, orderly and well 
administered,” said Halefbglu, a 
former Turkish foreign minister. 

“The procedures used for the 
balloting processes were in 
accordance with the applicable 
election law.” 

The 40-member observer team 
was organised by the 
Washington-based national 
Democratic Institute bat included 
people of various nationalities. It 
also gave a dean bill of health to 
previous elections in 1988. 


IRA ‘human bomb’ worked for Defence Ministry 


BELFAST (Agencies) — Police 
Friday identified a man killed 
when he was turned into a “hu- 
man bomb** by the IRA as a 
42-year-old handyman who work- 
ed for the Defence Ministry. 

Patrick Gillespie was (tilled 
Wednesday when IRA gunmen 
held his family hostage and 
forced him to drive a 1,000 pound 
(454 kilo) bomb into a military 
checkpoint near Londonderry, 
Northern Ireland’s second city, 
five soldiers also died in the 
blast. 

A simultaneous bombing by 
the Irish Republican Army (IRA) 
at Newry, ZOO miles (160 
kilometres) southeast of London- 
derry, killed a sixth soldier. A 


man forced to drive the bomb- 
laden car in that attack escaped 
with a broken leg. 

Thirty-five people were injured 
in the two attacks. 

The IRA said the drivers used 
in the attacks were “collabor- 
ators’* who had done construction 
work for the security forces. 

In new violence Friday, a rail- 
way line between Newry and 
Dundalk in Northern Ireland was 
dosed after reports of an explo- 
sion, police said. 

In another development. Brit- 
ish police said Friday that all but 
one of an undisclosed number of 
people being questioned about 
suspected IRA attacks in Central 


England have been released with- 
out charge. 

The IRA is fighting British rule 
in Northern Ireland and wants to 
unite it with the Republic of 
Ireland. The guerrilla organisa- 
tion is banned on both sides of 
the border. 

Meanwhile the IRA “human 
bomb” victim, tied into his cam- 
per van with 200 pounds (90 kg) 
of explosives behind him, is so 
shattered by his terrifying ordeal 
that he wants to leave Northern 
Ireland forever. 

Gerry Kelly, beads of sweats 
pouring down his face, was forced 
by IRA guerrillas to drive his 
bomb-laden van into an army 


camp Wednesday. Miraculously, 
he managed to wriggle free and 
the bomb foiled to detonate. 

“It was a ghastly ordeal and 
frankly I don't think 1*11 ever get 
over it. I am now thinking of 
quitting Ireland completely,’* he 
told reporters after staring death 
in the face. 

Kelly, drained by the ordeal 
that nearly took his life, said: “I 
might never work again and we 
may now have to emigrate. We 
don't know where to go, maybe 
America. I just don’t know.” 

“My wife is in a dreadful state. 
She wants to get away completely 
from here because home isn't 
home any more — certainly not 
after this.” 


Astronomers: 3 killed as Philippine strike called off 

Laraest MANILA (R) — Three people Police said the- guerrillas were burned and destroyed l 
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of Milky Way 

WASHINGTON (AP) — A con- 
centration of stars that stretches 
for 6 million light years — "more 
than 60 times the size of the 
Milky Way — is the largest galaxy 
ever discovered, astronomers 
say in the journal Science. 

The study, published Friday, 
said the Central Galaxy in a 
distant duster of galaxies called 
Abell 2029 has more than 100 
trillion stars. The Milky Way, 
which includes the sun and its 
solar system, has about 3 billion 
stars. 

Jeffrey R. Kuhn, a Michigan 
State University astronomer who 
co-authored the study, said the 
Abell 2029 Central Galaxy “is the 
largest single galaxy that has been 
resolved.” 

“If we talk about the galaxy 
and the Halo (diffused light 
around the galaxy) as a single 
entity, then it is the largest object 
that we are aware of,” he said. 

Kuhn and his co-investigators 
determined the size of the galaxy 
using a series of observations 
from the Kitt Peak National 
Observatory in Arizona. 

Sixteen photos taken by the 
observatory’s 36-incfa (91- 
centimetre) telescope were pro- 
cessed through a comupter that 
removed from the view all light from 
other sources. This enabled the scien- 
tists to precisely measure the bright- 
ness and size of the galaxy, though 
individual stars could not be resolved. 

A second series of photos from 
Kitt Peak confirmed the findings. 

Kuhn said the Abell 2029 clus- 
ter of galaxies is about a billion 
light years away and includes 
about a thousand galaxies, each 
with billions of stars. 

“If you were to look up into the 
sky and could see this cluster, 
they would occupy an area a little 
smaller than the moon,” he said. 
“Of course, they are much fainter 
than the eye can see.” 

A fight year is 5.89 trillion 
miles t9.42 trillion kilometres), 
the distance that fight can travel 
in one year in a vacuum. 

The very large galaxy, classi- 
fied by astronomers as a CD (for 
Central Dominant), emits more 
than a quarter of all the light 
radiated by the entire cluster. 

Kuhn said the group deter- 
mined there was little stellar mat- 
ter between the CD galaxy and 
others in the Abell 2029 cluster. 
This suggests, he said, that foe CD 
galaxy and foe duster fodf fanned 
about the same time. 

Richard Musbotzky, an astro-; 
□omer at the Goddard Space 
Centre in Maryland, said that just 
how galaxies and clusters form in 
space is one of the underlying 
mysteries in astronomy. 

The Abell 2029 study, he said, 
could be significant if its conclu- 
sions can be proved by other 
observations. 


MANILA (R) — Three people 
were killed in a gonbattle be- 
tween Communist rebels and 
security forces on the outskirts of 
Manila Friday, taking the death 
toll to 10 in three days of Philip- 
pine labour unrest. 

The shoot-out in the district of 
Pfla erupted as police prevented 
the rebels, backing a labour cam- 
paign for more pay and lower fuel 
prices, from setting fire to a bus. 

Leftwing unions have called off 
strikes which began Wednesday 
and crippled government and. 
business operations in several 
cities. 

A policeman who got on the 
bus in Pila to check passengers 
was shot dead by one of four 
suspected New People's Army 
rebels on board. 


Police said the- guerrillas were 
carrying petrol and had planned 
to set the bus on fire. 

Soldiers at a checkpoint ex- 
changed shots with foe gunmen 
inside the bus. Two rebels were 
kille d but the other two escaped. 

In Manila, labour leaders said 
they would resume strikes next 
month to press demands for low- 
er feel prices and a 38-peso 
($1.50) rise in the daily wage rate 
of 89 pesos ($3.55) 

Thirty-four of the more than 70 
people arrested since foe strike 
began have been charged with 
illegal assembly, incitement to 
sedition and other offences, 
armed forces spokesman 
Brigadier-General Emiiiano 
Templo said in a radio interview. 
A total of 24 vehicles were 


burned and destroyed by foe re- 
bels, he said. 

President Corazon Aquino's 
government has threatened to 
ban the May One Movement 
(KMU) which organised the 
strike. 

The military has accused foe 
KMU of befog a Communist 
front. The trade union denied the 
charge and accused the govern- 
ment of witch-hunting. 

KMU Chairman Crispin Bel- 
tran, in hiding since foe strike, 
issued a statement denouncing 
foe government. 

“As a legitimate labour centre, 
we condemn even as we deny 
their repeated malicious assertion 
that the KMU is (a Communist) 
front which aims to topple the 
Aquino regime." 


Albania shocked by writer’s defection 


TIRANA, Albania (AP) — The 
defection of Albania's leading 
writer embarrassed foe rulers of 
this isolated Communist state as 
they hosted a meeting to expand 
their ties with the rest of Europe. 

Ismail Kadare, probably Alba- 
nia's best-known public figure af- 
ter President Ramiz Alia, 
announced his defection Thurs- 
day dining a visit to France with 
his wife and two daughters. 
France granted him asylum hours 


later. 

Albania was hosting its first 
high-level international confer- 
ence in decades, a meeting of foe 
foreign ministers of foe other 
Balkan nations — Bulgaria, Tin- 
key, Greece, Romania and 
Yugoslavia. 

Albania, foe last hard-fine Sta- 
linist state in Europe, hopes to 
use the influence of foe Balkan 
nations to gain entrance in foe 
Conference on Security and 


Cooperation of Europe (CSCE), 
before foe body holds its annual 
summit in Paris next month.. 

The foreign ministers, in a 
statement, said they “welcomed 
foe request of Albania for full 
participation in the CSCE, and 
expressed their wish to see it 
realised.” 

But Greece insisted that Alba- 
nia first improve human rights 
conditions. 


new South 

African 

unrest 

JOHANNESBURG (Agencies) 
— Police opened fire to break up 
protests and black factions 
dashed in several towns, leaving 
nine blacks dead and scores 
wounded, police said Friday. 

Five blacks wen IdBedTbnnday 
and about 80 injured in battles 
with riot police in Khayehtsha 
township outside Cape Town af- 
ter police broke up a march with 
shotgun fire, police said. It was 
not dear how many died from 
police ballets. 

Clashes continued Thursday 
night, with police shooting at 
youths who erected barricades to 
block streets. At least 50 shacks 
were burned, but no other casual- 
ties were immediately reported. 

Residents said the area re- 
mained tense Friday and that 
heavily armed police units 
roamed foe towmbp. 

The independent South Afri- 
can Press Association and several 
newspa p ers reported seven peo- 
ple had been lolled in foe dashes. 
Police denied the reports. 

A police statement Friday said 
four people were killed in blade 
factional fighting in Natal pro- 
vince during the previous 24 
hours. 

A group of black with rifles 
attacked a house at Ntzuma, kill- 
ing two men and wounding a 
woman, the statement said. Two 
blade men were killed at Mhjam- 
da, but police gave no details. 

Police did not elaborate on the 
factional fighting. More than 
5,000 blacks have been killed 
since 1986 in fighting between 
supporters of foe African Nation- 
al Congress and foe conservative 
Inkatha Movement. 

Three Macks were hurt late 
Thursday in Pretoria when pas- 
sengers jumped out of a moving 
train after men with whips attack- 
ed people, police said. 

Police said the attackers were 
trying to enforce a work boycott. 
They said they had no details of 
the boycott. 

Tension has been high in 
Khayefitsba since foe slaying last 
week of Momsa Mapongwena, 
foe wife of an anti-apartheid lead- 
er in die township. There have 
been no claims of responsibility 
or arrests in foe slaying. __ 

Violence broke out Thursday 
when an explosion started a fire 
at the town council budding, 
police said. They said the blast 
could have been caused by a 
limpet min e. 

Many residents of black 
townships oppose the local coun- 
cils and consider council mem- 
bers collaborators with foe white- 
minority government. 

Firefighters put out foe blaze, 
but police said township residents 
began hurling stones at officers, 
who then fired tear gas, rubber 
bullets and birdshot. 

Meanwhile President F.W. De 
Klerk returned Friday from a 
four-day tour of Europe and Afri- 
ca, confident the rest of the world 
is accepting his message of apar- 
theid reform. 

De Klerk told a news confer- 
ence after arriving at Johannes- 
burg's Jan Smuts Airport that be 
has encountered nothing bid a 
mood of realism in the 25 coun- 
tries be has visited.. 


Singh to delay elections 

NEW DELHI (R) — Incfia'spoli-' Gadgfl said his party 9^* 

rical hmra-trading intensified Fri- constructive support Toasingri 
day info a rebellion b rewin g successor. A senior Congress om- 
against Prime Minister Vish- dal told festers that w*» 
wanath Pratp Singh in hopes of invitation to „ 

delaying elections he plans to call around Chandra Shekhar. • 
soon, political sourc e* sax L “There are a lot of peo ple i n 

Almost constant violence in foe Janata Dal scared foe pnme 
past five weeks over caste and awifcr win call electioM. They 
religions rows fafcs prompted axe nraningaway tram nmana 
politicians from most-parties to oar open invitation is finding 
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say privately the last thing they 
want now is elections. 

Last November's poll, in which 
Rajiv Gandbf s Congress Party 
lost its majority for only die 
second time since Indafs inde- 
pendence from Britain in 1947, 
was foe country’s bloodiest 

Senior members of Singh’s 
Janata Dal say he plans to call 
new elections by the end of the 
year whether he wins or loses a 
Nov. 7 vote of confidence forced 
on him by the desertion of the 


takers,” be said. 

Chandra Shekhar has tried m 
vain to topple Singh before 

Sing h supporters predicted he 
would fail again. 

“Chandra Shekhar is just up to 
what he has been np to since the 

be ginnin g. It’* hare-brained 
tint is not viable,” said 
one senior Janata Dal offic ia l . 

The official said Singh’s plans 
remained unaltered. 

“We are proceeding on foe 
premise that we will lose on the 
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Hmdu-revivaiist Bharatiya Janata floor on an issue of principle. 
p B Ttv mm Then we w31 have elections. 


Party (BJP). 

Encouraged by Congress, 
maverick socialist Chandra 
Shekhar was trying to whip up 
enough support within foe Janata 
Dal to topple Singh, the sources 
said. 

Chandra Shekhar, who has 
growled and grumbled on the 
sidelines throughout Singh’s 11- 
month te nu re, thinks be has % 
good chance of success and of 
achieving a burning ambition to 
become prime minister, the 
sources said. 

He was given a sharp boost 
Thrusday by a Congress 
announcement that it would 
oppose Janata Dal in foe vote of 
confidence — unless Singh was 
deposed as leader. . 

Congress spokesman V.N. 


Then we will have elections.” 
Singh plans to ask for a voce of 
confidence in his policy of pre- 
venting Hindu fundamentalists 
from building a temple where a 
mosque stands in the northern 
town of Ayodhya and on his plan 
to reserve more government jobs 
to lo wer ca s te H in dus 
Both issues have prompted 
widespread viplewoe The arrest 
of BJP leader Lad Krishan 
Advani to halt his march to 
Ayodhya, where be planned to 
start building the temple on Oct. 
30, led to more violence. 

At least 70 people had died in 
Hindu-Muslim rioting since 
Advanfs arrest Tuesday, winch 
prom p ted the BJP to withdraw 
support from Singh’s govern- 
ment. 


Moore expects to win in 
New Zealand elections 


WELLINGTON (R) — Despite 
powerful evidence that the 
opposition can sleepwalk to vic- 
tory, Prime Minis ter Mike Moore 
says be still believes New Zea- 
land’s Labour government can 
snatch a win in Saturday’s general 
election. 

Tm optimistic about it Don’t 
underestimate the people oat 
there. They are getting a bit tired 
of being told what to do,” he told 
reporters at his Christchurch 
home Friday. 

Opinion polls all tell the same 
story. Labour faces a hiding as 
voters vent their frustration over 
record unemployment, high in- 
terest rates and forecasts that 
worse is to come. 

But Moore, who became prime 
minister only eight weeks ago, 
said his battle to - woo undecided 
voters would tip the balance to 
Labour. Polls pot “don’t knows” 
at a quarter of the electorate. 

“I think we can do it,” he said 
after a frenzied Labour cam- 
paign. “It would be a very smog 
and arrogant pofititian and com- 
mentator who wrote anybody off 
or put anyone in.” 

But that’s what has happened. 

Seasoned political analysts, 
made cautious by witnessing past 
election sensations, say Labour is 
finished after six turbulent years 
in power. The undecided voters 
will decide only the size of the 
opposition win. 

Many say Labour has handed 


Soviet republics, smaller regions splitting away from Moscow 


MOSCOW (Agenceis) — The 
Kazakh Republic has declared 
sovereignty from the Soviet gov- 
ernment and factional fighting is 
threatening to break out in Mol- 
davia, accelerating the country’s 
political fragmentation. 

As its first act of defiance, the 
Kazakh legislature Thursday ban- 
ned nuclear explosions anywhere 
in the republic, including Semi- 
palatinsk, one of the Soviet Un- . 
ion's main sites for testing war- 
heads. 

Kazakhstan, a poorly de- 
veloped grain-growing republic 
stretching from foe Caspian Sea 
to the Chinese border, is foe 14th 
of foe 15 Soviet republics to 
declare sovereignty from Mos- 
cow. Now, only the neighbouring 
Central Asian Republic of Kirgi- 
zia has yet to take the step. 

The breaking away of the re- 
publics has plunged the Soviet 
government into a constitutional 
crisis. The national legislature 
passed legislation Wednesday 
saying its laws take precedence 
over decisions by parliaments in 
each republic. But the republics 
showed no intention of com- ■ 
plying. 

Ironically, at foe same time 
that the republics are pushing for 
autonomy from the central gov- 
ernment is Moscow, some of 
them are trying to stop separatist 
movements in smaller regions. • 

In Moldavia, police and bus- - 
loads of college-age volunteers 
headed Thursday night towards 
the Gagauz region, a tiny comer* 
of foe republic where an e thni c 
minority has declared independ- 
ence and begun holding electiois. 

Konstantin Rabn, a member of 


foe Moldavian People's Front, 
said in a telephone interview 
from die Moldvian capital of 
Kishinev that foe volunteers were 
unarmed and would try to end foe 
Gagauz independence drive 
peacefully. 

“We want to talk them out of 
this craziness.” he said. 

Authorities evidently feared an 
outbreak of fighting. The Molda- 
vian parliament, meeting in 
emergency session, debated 
whether to declare a state of 
emergency, foe Soviet News 
Agency (TASS) reported. 

President Mikhail S. Gor- 
bachev made a telephone call to 
Moldavia’s president, Mircha 
Sncgur, to wain that "violence 
and confrontation are imper- 
missible,” TASS said. 

' “It was emphasised that peace- 
ful means should be used to 
preserve the republic’s territorial 
integrity,” the agency said: 

Moldavia faces independence 
movements not only by the 
100,000 Gagauz people, who are 
of Turkish descent, but also by a 
smaller number of ethnic Ukrai- 
nians in another comer of foe 
republic, the so-called Dneister 
Republic. 

The huge Russian Federation, 
foe largest of foe Soviet republics 
with about two-third of foe Soviet 
land mass and half the country’s 
population, faces separatist 
movements from Finnish- 
speaking people in the northern 
Komi Autonomous Republic and 
from the Chuvash, a region of 1-3 
million people along foe Volga 
River. 

On Wednesday, the Chuvash 
parliament declared itself a fuH 


Soviet Republic, equal in status 
to the other 15, although foe 
central government and other re- 
publics have not recognised foe 
daim. 

In Georgia, fighting has broken 
out between the mostly Christian 
majority and foe Muslim minority 
in Abhazia, a region of about 
500,000 people along the Blade 
Sea. 

Ossetia, which has a popula- 
tion of about 400.000 people de- 
scended from a Scythian tribe, 
also is trying to split off from 
Georgia. 

Azerbaijan has been fighting 
for two years to retain control of 
Nagorno-Karabakh . an enclave 
of ethnic Armenians. On Thurs- 
day, TASS reported that Soviet 
Interior Ministry officials were 
taken hostage by people deman- 
ding the release of Armenians 
detained in a passport check. The 
agency did not say how many 
hostages were involved. 

When Kazakhstan's parliament 
voted Thursday to declare 
sovereignty, it appeared to take 
no heed of the national legisla- 
ture’s action a day earlier. The 
Kazakh lawmakers said their de- 
cisions would take precedence 
over national laws, and they 
claimed control over the repub- 
lic’s natural resources, the inde- 
pendent Interfax News Agency 
reported. 

Interfax said the legislature im- 
mediately banned “all andear 
testing mid foe construction or 
operation of test sites for other 
weapons of mass destruction.'* 
Regional activists hare claimed 
that Kazakhstan has elevated 
cancer rates bacanse of fallout 


from explosions at foe Senripala- 
tinsk testing ground. 

The parliament of Kirgizia, the 
only republic that has not yet 
declared sovereignty, is now de- 
bating the issue and is likely to 
take an interview with the Associ- 
ated Press Tuesday. 

Gorbachev has been trying to 
persuade foe republics to negoti- 
ate a new treaty that would rede- 
fine and preserve foe union as a 
confederation of sovereign states. 
But the leaders of few, if any, 
republics appear eager to partici- 
pate, and so far, the negotiations 
have yet to begin in earnest. 

Ukranum group to push 
for frill independence 

Meanwhile the leading 
nationalist group in the Ukraine, 
gathering Thursday for its nation- 
al congress, pledged to mate with 
radical students to topple the 
republic’s Communist govern- 
ment and win freedom from Mos- 
cow. 

Delegates from Rukh, which 
has spearheaded a rebirth of 
national sentiment in the 
Ukraine, packed an assembly hall 
in the capital, Kiev, following 
student demonstrations last week 
that forced the republic’s Com- 
munist prime minister to resign. 

“A transition to a truly 
sovereign state will not be possi- 
ble if the Commnmst Party is not 
removed from power,” 'Sergei 
Gokrvaty, a Rukh leader, toW the 
2^00 delegates. 

“It should be done through 
peaceful democratic means, 
through multi-party elections to 
the Supreme Soviet (parliament). 


The door making this possible has 
just been opened, tha nks to foe 
s tn de nt movement,” he said. 

Leaden «y the four-day con- 
gress win vote as changing 
Rnkfc’s programme — from re- 
form within the Soviet Union to 
outright independence for the 
second repnb&c. ft win also seek 
to unite all nationalist forces. 

The congress is being held at a 
time of un prec ede nted nationalist 
passions in the Ukraine, where 
politics have grown increasingly 
radical since hanfliiv. party chief 
Vladimir Shchedbitsky was 
forced from office last year after 
17 years in power. 

Thousands of students mar- 
ched last week through Kiev for 
three days and staged hmig w 
strikes to demand multi-party 
elections and to protest against 
government economic policies. 

The students, who set op a tent 
city in foe centre of foe city, 
called off the protests after the 
Communist-dominated parlia- 
ment agreed to virtually all their 
demands. 

Their victory is seen by 
nationalist group as the first step 
towards independence from Mos- 


CIA up t Mm concern 

In Washington, U.S. Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) Direc- 
tor "William Webster expressed 
concern that nationalfat forces 
could destabilise foe Soviet Un- 
ion but said be was reasonably 
certain for now that Soviet nuc- 
.lear weapons could not fall into 
the hands of dangerous groups. 

He said foe g row in g power 
struggle between- Moscow and 


rebel Soviet republics was a “test 
of wills” that goes far beyond 
what Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev expected when be un- 
leashed his p ere s torika reform 
prog ram me. 

Addressing the National Coun- 
cil of World Affairs Organisa- 
tions, Webster acknowledged se- 
rious food shortages in foe Soviet 
Union but said: “They do sot 
have a famine.” 

“I worry that the nationalist 
forces that seem to have come 
unleashed. . . will be just as 
troublesome in the Soviet Union 
as we’re finding in Yugoslavia 
and other parts of Eastern 

Europe, and indeed in other parts 

of the world,” be said. 

In Yugoslavia, for instance, 
Webster skid foe failure to reach 
a compromise on a political struc- 
ture is threatening the federation. 

One can ask whether there is a 
forat in the straggle... danger- 
ous orga nis a ti ons might get con- 
trol over those instruments of 
long-range destruction, strategic 
weapons. Presently that 1 
veiy unlikely,” Webster said. 

“The Soviets worry about rtwt 
problem more than we do, at 
least as much as we do, and their 
rtroctme of control and com- 
mand, the methods of arming and 
fimg these weapons, have been 
fighuy controlled on a centralised 

ham, n he said. 

Bot he said if the Soviet Union 
“ 5 confederation should 
disintegrate, ‘Then we would 
hen to see who are foe people 
pwvm g to take control over these 
particular weapons, and that 
™idbe of considerabk national 
■canity interest to odr country.” 


Charles goes back 16 
work - 

LONDON fR) — Britain;* 
prince Charles, forced to takeia 
four-month break from official 
forties to recover from a broken 
arm, is now fit enough to go back 4, 
to work. Buckingham Palate said r ! 
he would resume his royal en- 
gagements at foe end of the 
month with a visit to a London 
Health Centre- The 41-year-ofd 
heir to foe throne broke his tight 
arm in a fall from his polo ponyin 
June. He underwent a bone gra|t 
op er a tion last month after the 
injury failed to heal . The prince 
and his wife, Diana, will travel to 
Japan to attend the official en- 
thronement of Emperor Akfitite 

on Nov. 12, a palace spoke* 
woman said. * 
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Thatcher to make ! ; - 
absent fathers pay - 


the centre-right National -Party 
victory on a plate. Endless bick- 
ering within Labour, which has 
had three leaden since August 
last year, dented public confi- 
dence in the gover nm ent 
Deep economic problems 
worsened by the oil price shock 
set the seal for a big protest vote, 
analysts say. 

Even though National cam- 
paigned on an economic platform 
strikingly similar to Labour’s, 
opposition leader Jim Bolger only 
had to stick to his script to win. 

“There’s no great love for the 
National Party,” said Nigel 
Roberts of Victoria University. 
“That’s blindingly obvious from 
foe opinion polls... it’s just 
against the gover nm ent.” 

Since forcing Labour leader 
Geoffrey Palmer out of office on 
Sept 4, Moore has reined in 
National's lead of np to 35 per- 
centage, points. 

But the last poll, comnrisskmed 
by Radio New Zealand, confirms 
the bad news. National had 43 
per cent support and Labour still 
trafls by 15 percentage points. 

Bolger wound down bis well- 
oiled campaign Friday by visiting 
an agricultural show in his home 
district 

The 55-year-old farmer, who 
has forecast a National victory for 
some time, was buoyant 
“The mood... is certainly very, 
very warm,” be said. “I think 
we’U have a good result” 


LONDON (R) — Prime Munster t 
Margaret Thatcher has vowed?, 
that a new law will force British 
fat h e r* who quit the family home 
to pay np for tire welfare of their 
c hild ren. “Sometimes fathers 
may walk out on their families. 
They must not be allowed to walk 
oat on their financial responsibili- 
ties,” Thatcher told parliament 
One in three British marriages 
ends in divorce. Thatcher was 
asked by a fellow woman legisla- 
tor, Maureen Hides, for assur- 
ances that she will implement 
proposals in a white paper (policy 
document) for the state to take 
up to half an absent parent’s 
disposable income as child 
mainte nance, Hicks said it was an 
“absolute disgrace that seven out 
of 10 absent parents, usually 
fathers, make no contribution to 
their children whatsoever.” 
Thatcher, a mother of two, re- 
plied: >r We shall not water down 

that white paper.” 
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Rod Stewart 
to wed model 

AUCKLAND, New Zealand 
(AP) — Rocker Rod Stewart is to 
many a 21-year-old New Zealand 
model in December, the woman's 
parents aqd agent said Wednes- 
day. Rachel Hunter, who appears 
■Oh foe cover of tins month's 
Australian Vogue magazine, and 
the 45-year-old Stewart will have 
an “old-fashioned church wed- 
ding” in Log Angeles on Dec. 15, 
said Hunter’s mother, Janine 
Phillips of Auckland. She said the 
wedding will be followed by a 
reception at Stewart's mansion in 
foe Bel Air district of Los 
Angeles. Sally Marsh, Hunter’s 
agent in Sydney, Australia, con- 
firmed the wedding plans. Hunter ® 
met Stewart two months ago. In 
New Zealand, she is best known 
as foe “trumpet ice cream girl,” 
after appearing in a series of ads 
for the company. Stewart, who 
has enjoyed a successful career 
both as a member of the band 
The Faces and as a solo perfor- 
mer, has among his hit songs 
Maggie May, in the 1960s and 
more recently Saihng and If Yon 
'Honk Tm Sexy. He dated actress 
Joanna Ltunley, model Dee 
Hamilton and Britt F.lrland be- 
fore marrying Alana Ha mi l t on in 
1979. The couple had two chil- 
dren, Sean, 9, and Kimberley, 10, 
before they separated in 1983 and 
later divorced. Stewart separated 
from model Kelly Embetg, with 
whom he has a three- year-old 
da u ghte r , shortly before meeting 
Hunter. 

‘Sex slave’ wins ’ 
$4m damages 

NEW YORK (R) — A fonner 
'Penthouse “pet of the year" was 
awar ded $4.06 million against 
Penthouse International and its 
.publisher, Robert Guccione, 
Tuesday after a judge ruled she 
was used as a “sex slave.". Iri s 
20-page decision, New York Sup- 
reme Court Justice Elliott wak 
found that Marjorie Lee 
Inoreson had proved . sexual 
harassment against the mil- 
honaire publisher. The fonner 
reodel, 37, claimed that she 
JOnM have lost her job with 
ratiipuse unless she perforated 
exptat sexual acts for a film a 
Gucdone made and have * 
J 1 ® P«opfe he ordered her to 
“Sve sot with, mdu ding a Penth* 
ouse financial adviser. In award- 
ing $4 million punitive damages 
ffie state’s human rights 
few, Wflk said Guccione had a 
wa worth of $150 mjffion. WOk 
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b ^ a J ac “«riyasitostant 
jfll have the effect of , 
we defendent" Tborei 
worked with Penthou 
1^73 until lffiOnnderfe 
^nneka di Lorenzo 
**kir with the finanda 
nnder Gncrione’s orri 
wectton because he wa 
to move to tfe 
"fete* from London, t 
nearing was told. 
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